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be made to extend to the New England corporate 
bodies, to which the Senator from South Care- 
ina had alluded, whose constitution and 
powers he explained and elucidated, They 
were public corporations, acting as public 
fanctionaries for the carrying oat of the de- 
signs of the Government, some of them with li- 
mited legislative authority, and therefore they 
could neither be taxed nor made subject to a bank- 
rupt law. Again, he denied the existence of the 
distinction which had been attempted to be drawn 
between the banks which were State property and 
the banks which were individual property. The 
court had decided that if a State mingled with indi- 
viduals and participated with them in the ordinary 
business of individuals, it was, in effect, a dispen- 
sation with its public character, and the assump- 
tion of that of an individual. To form a currency 
was an attribute of sovereignty; and would any 
one say that because these banks were Siate pro- 
ty, they were of a governmental character? 

e creation of a currency this Government had 
taken to itself; the States had surrendered the 
power, and the States cannot exercise that power 
if they would. But if they could, such power 
would be political in its mature, and its exer- 
cise would require a political organization 
by authority of the people. The true charac- 
ter of banks had been lost sight of in this 
argument; if it had been borne in mind, no gentle- 
man would say that they ought to be excluded from 
the operation of this bil!, for they were neither of a 
public nor of a civil and municipal character. If 
banks could be excladed on the ground of their 
public character, for the same reason might some 
incorporated mercantile firms be excluded, as might 
also other classes of corporated persons, whose bu- 
siness required legislative regulation. There were 
tarnpike roads, and ferries, and markets, and grist 
mills, and various others, that were regula'ed by le- 
gislative authority, because they were connected 
with the public interest; they were as much under 
legislative control as banks; and could any one 
say because they were regulated and controlled by 
legislative authority for the public interest, they 
were excluded from the operation of a bankrupt 
law of a public character. He again dissented 
fromthe Senator trom South Carolina, who said 
these banks could not be included in the operation 
of a bankrupt law, inasmuch as they were 
not traders; and he contended that they, as traders 
in commercial paper, were as much within the obli- 
gations of the law as any oiher class of traders. 
But he objected to this bill as inexpedient, and as 
objectionable in its character. It was, in fact, an 
ex post facto law. He was aware the Supreme 
Court of the United States had decided that a pro- 
hibited ex post facto law was in its character of a 
criminal law only; but he (Mr. Smitn) contend- 
éd that it was equally unconstitutional in resject to 
civil as to criminal transactions; and what was this 
bankrupt bill but an ex post facto law, intended to 
Operate on past mercantile and trading trans- 
actions, aad on contracts under which pro- 
perty was parted with, without reference 
to such an enactmen', which would be as 
unjust as to charge, by legislative enactment, 
the rate of interest on loans made antecedently? 
Now such a law should only operate, as in chan- 
cery practice, on contracts made and unfulfilled, for 
the reason that the contract was defective, and 
could not be carried out. But he thought such a 
law was objectionable also, as it would place the 
honest trader at the mercy of the dishonest; as it 
would put the goods of the prudent and industrious 
creditor in the hands of the improvident and ex- 
travagant, who would thereby be encouraged to 
run into debt; and for these and other various rea- 
- gg he gave, ha objected tc the passage of 


At the close of his remarks, the Senate went into 


Aad then adjourned, 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Truarspay, February 11, 1841. 
Afier the journal had been read, Mr. Sranty 
as excused from serving on the Committee on 
Expenditures on the Public Buildings. 

It appeared: by the reading of the journal this 
morning, that Mr. Cusnine and Mr. Wise were ap- 
pointed on the part of this House of the joint com- 
mittee to wait on General Wittiam Henry Harari: 
son and notify him of his election as President of 
the United States. Mr. Preston is ef the commit- 
tee on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. EVERETT, by leave, presented the resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Vermont, in relation to 
the late New Jersey contested election case; which 
were laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the Hous> resolve itself 
into a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and resume the consideration of the Pen- 
sion bill. 

The SPEAKER said there were two conflicting 
orders before 'he House, viz: the steamboat Lills, 
and the resolution adopted yesterday, on motion of 
Mr. AnpREws, that, at twelve o’clock to-day, the 
debite on the Pension bill shall cease, and that the 
Committee of the Whole shall, at that time, pro- 
ceed to vote upon said bill, and such amendments 
as may be offered thereto; and shall then report 
said bill, dnd such amendments as may have been 
agreed to by the committee, to the House. The 
SPEAKER said that the only way to dispose of 
these orders would be by devoting the morning hour 
to the consideration of the steamboat bills. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to postpone the considera- 
tien of the steamboat bills until to-morrow, at 12 
o’clock. 

Mr. GALBRAITH would prefer Monday next. 

Mr. MORGAN suggested Tuesday, the 16:h 
inst. Monday being petition day. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the consideration of the steamboat bills was 
postponed until Tuesday next. 


PENSION BILL. 

On the motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the House then 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Cuirronp in the 
Chair,) and resumed the consideration of the bill 
making appropriations for the payment of Revolu- 
tionary ani other pensioners of the United Sates 
for the year 1841. The question pending was the 
amendment to the bill, offered by Mr. Tnompson 
of South Carolina, to appropriate one hundred 
thousand dollars, to be expended under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of War, for the benefit of such 
of the Seminole chiefs and warriors as may surren- 
der for emigration. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana being entitled to the 
floor, observed, that in the few remarks he had to 
make, he should not go out of his way to travel 
over the ground occupied by many other gentle- 
men. Neither would he make any attack upon 
the member from Ohio, (Mr. Gippinas.] He 
would endeavor to confine himself to the business 
before the committee. 

The quesfion was on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Tuomp 
son] to the pension bill. He, Mr.8. regretted that 
the passage of that bill should be delayed a single 
moment, as it was due to the country that it should 
pass immediately. But, inasmuch as the amend- 
ment had been introduced, he deemed it his duty to 
say a few words in opposition to it. 

After some further remarks, Mr. 8. proceeded to 
say that he believed the Florida war originated on 
justifiable grounds, but whether that war had been 
prosecuted so vigoreusly as it ought to have been, 
he would not then pretend to discuss. He had un- 
derstood that it had been the object of the Govern- 
ment to bring the war to a close ina way honora- 
ble to a warlike power. Bat now, in the last 
days of the present Administration, a proposition 


is made by one of the party to buy out 
those Indians. He, Mr. it the dety of 
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the Government io bring these Indians to an un- 
conditional submission, and not to bring the war to 
a close by giviog them money, ammunition, &c. He 
did not think this cou se proper for ending the war, 
and more especially as all the oblogauy would be 
thrown upon the present Administration. 

Mr. S. then alluded to the remarks of Mr. W. 
Tompson ia introducing the amendment, and re- 
minded that gentleman that, in the coming Adminis- 
tration, they would have a hero—a war king—at 
the head of it, under whose direction, if report was 
true, there could be no difficulty in bringing these 
Indians to unconditional submission. 

Mr. S. after expressing at some length his opinion 
that there was no danger of a war with Great 
Britain, as anticipated by the member from South 
Carolina, wenton to say that he wanted the war in 
Florida ended, but ended in an honorable way. 
Rather than iitshould be terminated in any other 
way, he was willing to entailit upon the coming 
Administration, and if they chose to fight it out, 
then let them have all the glory. But if they should 
think proper to buy the Indians ou’, then let them 
have all the infamy. 

But if the Indians were already “coming in” so 
fast, where was the necessity for buying them out. 

After some remarks in reply to the speech of Mr. 
Prorrit on a former day, Mr. S. concladed by sub- 
mitting the following amend meat: 

“Provided, That money hereby appropriated shall 
be charged and considered as advanced payment 
on the part of the United States to the Seminoles 
under the provisions of the treaty held at Payne's 
Landing on the 9th day of May, 1832.” 

Mr. BRIGGS was surprised at the course taken 
by the gentleman from Indiana. The proposition 
for thus ending the war came from the Secretary of 
War himself, and it fell upon his (Mr. B's) ears 
with full satisfaction. 

The hour of twelve having arrived, the CHAIR 
announced that the discussion, in pursuance of the 
resolution adopied yesterday, must terminate. 

Mr. B. concluded by sending to the Clerk’s table 
the following letters, which were read for informa- 
tion: 

“Heap Quarters Army or tux Soutn, 

“Tampa, January 26, 1841. 
“Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I have 
now within the chain of sentinels at this pest 150 
Indians, Ten of that number are of the Mickasu- 
kiesy and the balance of the Tallahassee tribe. 
This I view in a favorable light, as their principal 
chief, Echo-Emaithla is with them, and they have 
stated that their object in coming in is for the pur- 
pose of emigrating. Runners of the Mickasukie 
tribe have been sent out from Forts Clinch and No. 
4, who have reported that they could bring in fifty 
or sixty of their band. They are daily expected 
here. 

“Should this result prove favorable, it will bea 
leading feature in terminating this war, particular- 
ly as it is combined with the arrival yesterday of a 
party of Seminoles, from Pease creek, under charge 
of my Aid-de-Camp, Lieutenant L. A. Armistead, 
6th infantry. 

“It is much to be feared that it will take some 
time before any others in that pertion of the coun- 
try will be induced to come in, notwithstanding 
every exertion on my part has been made to induce 
them to do so; but I shall still continue to negotiate 
with hopes of success. 

‘ So far as it relates to the Tallahassees, appear- 
ances are favorable, provided no disappointment 
occurs from the promises and stipulations which 
I have make them, and which I trast will be com- 
plied with on the part of the Government. These 
stipulations were detailed in my commanication to 
the Department on the 16:h inst. and I am con- 
vinced that, had money been furnished me at. an 
early period, this war would have been \ermi- 
nated, as these people have but little faith in'pro- 
mises. 

“I have just concladeda talk with Echo-Emathla, 
the Chief of the -Tallabassees, who says that the 
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remainder of his people will be in in two or three 
weeks—mapy of them are in Middle Florida. He 
has sent runners out to them withatalk, which 
will, no doubt,induce them to meet bim at this post 
in twenty days. 

“| have despatched in a steamboat my Assistant 
Adjutant General to Key Biscayne to conduct to 
his post the thirty-two Indians captured by Lieu- 
tenant Colonel! Harney in the Everglades. On 
their arrival I shall ship them with those now here, 
making in the whole 180, for their new homes in 
Arkansas, on the 15th proximo. 

“Enclosed I transmit reports from Lt. Col. 
Clarke and Lt. Col. Loomis. 

“I am, sir, &c. 
“W. K. ARMISTEAD, 
“Brigadier Gen. Com. Army in Florida. 
“Hon. J.R. Pownsert, Secretary of War. 

** Endorsed.—Respectfully transmitted to the Hon. 
Wappy Tuxompson, jr. for his information, and 
thatof the Committee on Military Affairs, by his 
obedient servant, J. R. POINSETT.” 

‘“‘War Department, Feb. 10, 1841. 

“At Fort Brooke, Tampa Bay, there are now in 
30 Indians. At Fort Clinch, on the Withlacoochee, 
Echo-Emathla has come in with 41 Tallahassee 
Indians, and at Fort Annutalaga Tiger Tail with 
33. Colone! Clark’s command, which left Tampa 
a short time since for the Withiacoochee to escort 
in a party of Indians, is expected to return to Tampa 
on the 20th of January. Col. Clarke has with him 
32 Indians, mostly Tallahassees and several Micka- 
sukies. 

“The steamer T. Salmon left Tampa on the 19th 
instant for Key Biscayne for 30 Indians, (Spanish 
Indians,) the women and children of the party 
captured by Col. Harney a short time since. 

“At Fort Amistead, eleven Indians‘are in. At 
Pease’s Creek several families are expected to 
meet a conveyance sent thereto convey them to 
Tampa. Eorty Indians have come in at Fort 
King, and 4 at No. 4 near Cedar Keys, and 19 
more have since gone in to Fort Clinch. 

“In all there are now at the different posts 240 
Indians to be brought together at Tampa Bay as 
soon as practicable, under sufficient escorts fer 
emigration to Arkansas io the early part of Febru- 
ary. Of the 60 Indians at Fort Clinch, 40 are war- 
riors, and of the whole 240, probably 80 or 90 are 
warriors. 

“By letters from Cedar Keys, it appears 72 In- 
dians have gone in recently to Fort King. Rumor 
says Col. Reily can.e on with a party of 40 or 50, 
who bave passes, and they went into Fort King 
with him. By good information I have heard Col. 
Harney has a second time captured 12 Indians. 

“By a jetter received from Mr. Hernandez, a 
member of the Legislative Council of Florida, it 
appears that Col. Harney has fallen in with the In- 
dians a third time, and has captured 115. 

“If these rumors are true, and they are at least 
extremely probable, there are nearly 500 Indians 
who have surrendered, and are ready for emigpe- 
tion. More Indians have been killed by the ora- 
rations in Florida during the past eight months 
than for two years before. 

CHARLES McCORMICK, 
“Asst. Surg. U. S. Army.” 

The question then being on the amendment of 
Mr. Smirn to the amendment of Mr. Tuompson, 

Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina wished to 
submit the following as a further amendment: 

“Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That one hundred 
thousand dojlars be, and the same is hereby appro- 
priaied, to be expended under the direction of the 
Secretary ef War, for the removal, subsistence, 
and benefit of such of the Seminole Indian chiefs 
and warriors as may surrender for emigration. 

“Sec. 3. Be ut further enacted, That nv rifles, or 
arms of any kind, shall be delivered to said Indians 
until they reach the western bank of the Missis- 
sippi river.” 

Mr. W. THOMPSON modified his amendment 
so as to include the above. 

The question then being on the amendment of 
Mr. Smirn, it was put and decided in the negative 

The question then being on the amendment of 
Mr. Txompson, as modified, it was agreed to. 

Afier the rejection of two proposed amendments 


ee Crass and Cave Jounson, as not in 

order, 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the com- 
mittee rose and reported the bill as amended to the 
House. 

And the question being on agreeing to the amend- 
ment, 

Mr. PETRIKIN rose to inquire of the Chair 
whether the amendment reported was in order, 

The CHAIR said it was not for him to decide 
as to the competency of the Commitiee of the 
Whole as to theiramendments. The House could 
however vote such amendments down, if it thought 
proper. 

Mr. WARREN, afier some introductory re- 
marks, expressed bimself in favor of the amend- 
ment, and said that, in his opinion, $100,000 only 
was necessary to put an end to the war and secure 
the peace of the people. He could not see how 
the honor and dignity of the nation could, in the 
least degree, be compromitted by appropriating the 
money for the purpose specified. Mr. W. having 
concluded his remarks, 

Mr. JAMESON moved the previous question, 
which was ordered; and, 

The question now being on agreeing to the 
amendment, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE thereupon called for the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered, and were— 
yeas 158, nays 14, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Judson Allen, 
John W. Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Banks, Baker, Barnard, Beatty, Blackwell, Bond, 
Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Albert G. 
Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Batler, Bynum, Cal- 
houn, John Campbell, Wi!liam B. Campbell, Carr, 
Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, Chit- 
tenden, Clark, Clifford, Connor, W. R. Cooper, 
Crabb, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, John Davis, 
Garrett Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, 
Doe, Doig, Earl, Eastman, Edwards, Ely, Evans, 
Everett, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, Galbraith, Gates, 
Gentry, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, 
Griffin, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, John Hast- 
ngs, Hawes, Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, 
Hillen, Holt, Hopkins, Hunt, Jackson, James, 
Jameson Charles Johnston, William Cost John- 
son, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kempshall, Kille, King, 
Lane, Leadbetter, Lewis, Lincoln, Lucas, Mc- 
Carty, McClure, McCulloch, McKay, Meredith 
Mallory, Francis Mallory, Marvin, Samson Ma- 
son, Medill, Miller, Monroe, Morgan Morrow, 
Newhard, Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, Parmenter, 
Paynter, Peck, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Rariden, 
Reed, Rheit, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Russell, 
Samuels, Sergeant, Shaw, Simonton, Slade, 
Albert Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Stuart, 
Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taliaferro, Philip 
F. Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thomson, 
John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Trip- 
lett, Underwood, Vroom, Wagener, Wagner, 
Warren, Watterson, Weller, Wick, J. W. Wil- 
liams, T. W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Winthrop, 
Wise, and Worthington—158. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, William O. Butler, 
Mark A. Cooper, Crary, Cross, Dromgoole, Dun- 
can, Fornance, Moore, Petrikin, Reynolds, Rives, 
Thomas Smith, and Turney—14. 

The bill, as amended, was-then ordered toa 
third reading, and was read by the Clerk, as fol- 
lows: 

A BILL making appropriations for the payment of 
Revolationary and other pensions of the United 
States, for the year eighteen hundred and forty- 
one, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen'a- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the following sums be, and the same 
are hereby appropriated, in addition to former ap- 
propriations, to be paid out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the pen- 
sioners of the United States, for the year one thov- 
sand eight hundred and forty-one; 

For the Revolutionary pensions under the act of 
the eighteenth of March, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and eighteen, three hundred and fourteen thou- 
sand dollars; 


For the payment of invalid pensions, o . 

7 and seventy thousand ilies, nant Dae 
or pessions to widows and or s 

the act of the fourth of July, 25 gy Breuer 

eight hundred and thirty-six, four hundred and 

forty-eight thousand two hundred and forty one 

dollars; 

For five years’ pensions to widows under the 
act of the seventh of July, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-eight, one hundred and sixty- 
eight thousand three hundred and fourteen dol. 
lars; 

For half pay pensions, payable through the of. 
fices of the Second and Taird Auditors, five thou. 
sand dollars; 

For arrearages, payable through the Second Au- 
ditor’s office, six hundred dollars; 

For arrearages, payable through the Third An. 
ditor’s office, one tsousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That one hun- 
dred thousand dollars be, and the same is hereb 
appropriated , to be expended under the direction of 
the Secretary of War, for the removal, subsist- 
ence, and benefit of such of the Seminole [n- 
dian chiefs and warriors as may surrender for emi- 
gration. . 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That no rifles, or 
arms of any kind, shall be delivered to said In- 
dians until they reach the western bank of the 
Mississippi river. 

The queston now being on the passage of the 
bill, 

Mr. JAMESON moved the previous question; 
which was ordered. 

And on the question being taken, it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the bill was passed. 

CIVIL AND ane fe APPROPRIATION 


On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Bett in the chair,) and 
took up the bill making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government 
for the year 1841. 

Some explanations took place between Messrs 
CRABB and JONES, of Virginia, in relation to 
the item appropriating $35,000 “for stationery, fuel, 
printing, and all other contingent expenses of the 
Senate;” after which, 

Mr. LINCOLN called upon the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means (Mr. Jonzs) to 
produce any estimates, if he had any, in relation to 
the following item: 

‘‘For stationery, fuel, printing, and all other con- 
tingent expenses of the House of Representatives, 
$25,000.” 

Mr. JONES replied that he had no estimates be- 
yond those which had been furnished by the Clerk 
of the House. 

Mr. STANLY was understood to inquire whe- 
ther the stationery for which money was now to be 
appropriated had been purchased. 

tS ANDERSON called for the estimates refer- 
red to. 

Mr. JONES sent to the Clerk’s table a statement 
from the Clerk, containing the estimates referred to, 
amongst which was the item of $10,000 for the pur- 
chase of stationery for the next Congress. 

Mr. LINCOLN then moved to reduce the above 
sum of $25,000 to §15,000—i. e. striking out the 
$10,000 for stationery for the next Congress. 

Mr. LINCOLN, after stating that the House 
would bear him witness that he had not yielded to 
that senseless cry of economy which denied such 
just appropriations as might be required to carry 
on the various branches of the public business, pro- 
ceeded to comment upon the abuses which had crept 
into this sys'em of contingent expenditures. He be- 
lieved that all those abuses which had crept into 
the administration of the public trusts of the coun- 
try had their source in abuses under the head of 
contingencies. 

As one instance of the mode in which the money 
of the contingent fund had been expended, Mr. L. 
alluded to a request made to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands to print a report of the Commissioner on 
Public Lands, the expense of which, it was affirmed, 
would not exceed two or three hundred dollars. A 








few days afterwards, however, an estimate was 

submitted by the Clerk to the chairman of the 

Committee on Ways and Means, asking an appro- 
riation of fifteen thousand dollars. 

After specifying other instances, Mr. L. ex- 
pressed his belief that it was time to inquire whether 
jt was necessary to expend $150,000 a year for con- 
tingent expenses over and above pay and mileage. 
The House had no control over these expenditures 
of its contingent funds. The Committee of Ac- 
counts had no control over them; the bills were paic 
and receipted before they were laid before the com- 
mittee, and when it was too late to do any thing in 

ard tothem. Hence it followed that whenever 
the Clerk of this House, without control or account- 
ability, saw fit to apply the funds, the House had 
nothing © do but to ratify and sanction his acts. 
There ought, in Mr. L.’s opinion, to be some com- 
mittee appointed which should have charge of these 
matters before the expenditures were made. 

Mr. JOHNSTON of New York addressed the 
committee at much length on the subject of the 
laouses which had crept into this branch of the 
public expenditures, and of the gross impositions 
hat had been practised in the form ef enormous 
prices paid for paper; of contracts made with sab- 
agents; of lithography, &c. declaring his own free- 
dom from responsibility in these matters, as a mem- 
ber of the Committee of Accounts, by reason of 
the peculiar consiitution of that committee. 

Mr. J. animadverted upon the conduct of the 
Clerk in not attending personally to the purchase of 
stationery and other articles. Mr. J. contended 
that if the Clerk had so acted, instead of emp!oying 
Mr. Langtree, a saving of ten thousand dollars a 
year might have been made to Government in the 
siugle article of stationery alone. If the Clerk 
had gone himself to Philadelphia or New York, 
and charged his expenses, that would have com- 
ported with the spirit of the joint resolution. But 
when Mr. Langiree was em; loyed as a sub-agent, 
he assumed the character of a stationer, and went 
to New York, where, as such, he procured paper at 

the wholesale prices, and resold it to Congress at an 
immense profit. Now, observed Mr. J. if the 
Clerk had gone himself, with the money in his 
hand, he might have procured the paper at the same 
prices, and without subjecting the Government to 
the additional charge of Mr. Langtree, or his 
profit. 

He (Mr. J.) objected against the employment of 
any third person by the Clerk. It was a viola- 
tion of every principle of our Government for an 
agent thus to delegate his power to a third person. 

After a recapitulation of what had beea done by 
the Committee on Accounts on this subject at the 
last session, Mr. J. proceeded to particularize some 
of the articles on which the sub-agent of the Clerk, 
Mr. Langtree, derived his profit, and which profit 
would have been a gain to the Government had 
the Clerk performed the duty himself. Mr. J. 
said that the letter paper wascharged at $6 50 per 
ream, whea a betier article could be purchased for 
cash for $4 50 per ream. 

There was another most extraordinary circum~- 
Stance attending this matter. He (Mr. J.) under- 
strood that the paper manfacturers were always 
ready to furnish ruled paper when required, at an 
additional price of fifty cents perream. But under 
this sub-agency system, we were not only charged 
$6 50 per ream for paper, which could be bought 
at $4 50, but we were charged $1 25 more per ream 
for ruling ! 

Mr. J. then proceeded to state that a thousand 
teams ‘of paper had been brought to the House and 
stowed away, more than would be wanted at the 
present Congress. The whole amouat was eigh- 
teen hundred reams, only eight hundred of which 
was required. Hehad been infoimed that the ex- 
cuseof Mr, Langiree was, that he (Mr. L ) had 
misunderstood the order of the Clerk, mistaking 
eight hundred for eighteen hundred reams. Mr. J. 
here made some severe comments on this mode of 
doing business, first paying an enormous price for 
paper, and then in addition to that, losing the inte- 
rest On the money by receiving paper which would 
not be required for a year te come. 

The Clerk had no right to order stationery for 
the next Congress. If he was permitted to do it, 
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why then he bad the same right to order it fora 
half a century ahead. 

After adverting to what appeared to him the 
extraordinary high bills of the Clerk for his ex- 
penses while at New York in attending to the sale 
of damaged stationery, Mr. J. proceeded to no- 
tice the several impositions practised upon the Go- 
vernmsnt in relation to lithographing, and as an in- 
stance of such abuses, mentioned a case, where the 
House had been charged a high amount for litho- 
graphing, when not a single sheet of it had ever 
been received, the whole having been consumed by 
fire. 

Mr. PROFFIT stated that, on a calculation 
made by him, he found that the stationery bill for 
this session alone was about $25,000, which was at 
the rate of $103 for every member of the House. 
He was satisfied that $20 would pay the stationery 
bill of every gentleman this year, and he hoped 
that some member, better skilled in these things, 
would make an estimate and submit i: to the ac- 
tion of the committee. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said that some years ago 
he was on a committee appointed to investigate 
into the stationery accounts of the House; and, af- 
ter 2 minute examination, the committee had come 
to the conclusion that there was but one remedy, 
and that was to pursue the course suggested by the 
gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Prorrit.] He (Mr. 
U.) had intended to suggest to the committee a pro- 
position that “in lieu of stationery and newspa- 
pers, each member of Congress shou!d be allowed 
$—anoually.” The committce could fill us the 
biank with any sum that might be computed to be 
proper. This was the only remedy. The same 
complaints had been made year after year, and 
would continue to be made until the end of time 
unless some such plan as this were adopted. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia gave to the committee 
sueh information as had been ia possession ef the 
Committee of Ways and Means in regard to these 
estimates, and stated that the estimates of the 
Clerk had been reduced, in the committee, $25,000 
below the amoust contained in those which had 
been read at the Clerk’stable. The committee had 
supposed that the amount now asked for was about 
the proper sum, and in that they had leoked witha 
proper eye to economy—an object which he was 
as desirous to promote, when it could be properly 
done, as any other gentleman. Mr. J. then replied 
to certain portions of the argument of Mr. Joun- 
STON, contending that blame, if blame there was, 
should rest in the proper quarter, and that it did 
not belong where the gentleman had laid ir. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia also replied to the 
remarks of Mr. Jonnston of New York. He said 
that the Committee of Accounts had taken pains to 
examine into the subject; and, afier receiving let- 
ters from various stationers, had come to the cun- 
clusion that the price paid by Government was a 
just equivalent; and they also found that there had 
been an absolute reduction in ths price. So far 
from being deceived in the purchase of the paper, 
the committee came to the conclusion that it had 
been purchased upon the best terms. 

After some remarks by Messrs. JOHNSON of 
Virginia, JOHNSTON of New Yori, LINCOLN, 
and GRINNELL, 

Mr. GRAHAM said, that the sum of $100,000 
had alrealy been,appropriated for these specific 
objects. Economy and charity ought to begin at 
home; and Mr. G. moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out the whole item of $25,000, 
as the unly way of putting an end to the abuses 
which were undoubtedly practised. 


Mr. EVERETT said, there were two modes at 
present by which the extravagance in the fiuances 
of the House could be arrested. The first was to 
adopt the proposition of the gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Granam.] He (Mr. E ) had put 
a question to the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
Jounston,] in regard to the amount of stationery 
now on band. He (Mr. E) believed there was 
enough to carry them through this season, and for 
the’commencement of the next. 

Another mode within the power of the House 
was to bring in a resolution to proceed in the elec- 
tion of Clerk. It wasa course which every de- 
partment took, where it was found that persons 
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in charge of funds had misapplied them. This 
he would do, were it not for the late period of the 
session. 

But he disapproved of making general laws in 
an appropriation bill. 

Mr. MORGAN said he believed that there was 
much more stationery on hand than would be re- 
quired for the next Congress. If the appropriation 
should be made, the Clerk would make another 
journey to New York. Mr. M. was of opinion 
that the fact could be established, that the Clerk 
made a charge of $200 for his journey to New 
York, about the time when he delivered his speech 
at Castle Garden. \Mr. M. was epposed to giving 
further power to the present Clerk, because he had 
no confidence that that officer would do justice to 
the House, or make ifs purchases with economy; 
and ;he gave notice that he would, at the proper 
time, offer the following amendment: 

“And in the future delivery of stationery of 
every description to members of the House, the 
postmaster shall keep an account of the articles de- 
livered to each member, with the prices thereof; 
and the Clerk of the House shall insert in his an- 
nual report of the contiugent expenses, the agere- 
gate amount of the value of stationery received by 
the members respectively.” 

Mr. FLOYD, a member of the Committee of 
Accounts, went into some statements relative to 
the action of that committee, and insisted that the 
contract for stationery, made by the present Clerk, 
was betier and far more economical for the Go- 
vernment than the practice which prevailed before 
he came into office. Besides, stationers who had 
been consulted upon this subject, had expressed 
their opinion that the prices paid for the stationery 
were very reasonable. 

As to the motion to strike out the appropriation, 
be (Mr. F.) had no objection to it, and supposed 
that the Clerk had not. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS, after some remarks, said 
he understood that Mr. Ames of Springfield, Mas- 
sachusetts, would have furnished paper of as good 
a quality as that purchased by the Clerk, at haif 

tice. 

Mr. BURKE said that Mr. Ames’s testimony be- 
fore the committee was of an entirely different 
character from that stated. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS inquired of Mr. Burke at 
what price Mr. Ames offered to dispose of his pa- 


er. 

F Mr. BURKE said he did net know exactly, but 
he was confident Mr. Ames bad placed no such 
price asone-balf. Mr. B. further remarked thac 
there were several samples, made by different pa- 
per makers, submitted to Mr. Ames. Some sam- 
ples he offered to supply at fifty cents less per ream; 
others he rated higher than the price paid by the 
Clerk. 


Mr. L. WILLIAMS supporied at some length 
the motion cf Mr. Granam. 


Mr. TiILLINGHAST also expressed his desire 
to vote for the amendment of Mr. Granam, 
though he did not wish \o vote against the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Lincoun. ] 


Mr, LINCOLN hcere said that his only object 
in submitting his motion was to bring the matter to 
the consideration of the House, and, that being 
done, he would now accept the amendment of Mr. 
GrauaM as a modification of his own, 


And the question being om the amendment as 
modified— 

Mr. TILLINGHAST then gave notice of bis 
intention, if the amendment failed, to offer the fol- 
lowing: 

“And nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to authorize or sanction any contract for statione- 
ry or other articles of merchandise for the use of 
the em: uiog Congress, by any officer of the present 
Congress, to an amount exceeding ia the whole two 
thousand dollars.” 5 

Mr. ADAMS sent to the Clerk’s table a letier 
from Mr. W. J. Stone of this city, relative to the 
prices paid for lithography. 

The letter (Mr. A. said) was rather collatera) to 
the question; he had had it ia his possession for 
three months, but had had no opportunity of pre- 
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senting it; and (be was understood to add) h2 des- 
paired of doing any good by presenting it. 

The letter was then read, as follows: 

Wasuincton, December, 1840. 

Sia: I perceive by a resolation of the House, 
offered by Mr. Davis of Indiana, that 5,000 copies 
of Mr. Owen's geological report is likely to be or- 
dered to be printed with the maps properly en- 
graved. There is no doubt that an effort will be 
made to alter the resolution, so as to have the maps 
lithographed instead of engraved. The House is 
laboring under a mistake as to the relative price of 
lithographing and engraving.~ It appears on exa- 
mination of Mr. P. Haas’s accounts in the Treasury, 
that he has charged the House 50 per cent. more 
for lithographing than I have charged for engraving. 
This should not be so, Lithography, as executed 
by him, is not worth one-half what engraving is, 
consequently he has been receiving four prices for 
his work. Could aeommittee who fare somewhat 
conversant with such matters be appoin'ed to in- 
vestigate the subject, it would cause but little delay 
or trouble to obtain facts that would enable the 
House to act knowingly. As things are at present, 
through misrepresentation, Congress are deprived 
of the advantage of having their work done pro- 
pérly. If the Clerk would receive proposals from 
competent engravers, this difficulty would be obvi- 
ated. The proposals should specify the time in 
which the work was required to be furnished, and 
a sample deposited of the style required, otherwise 
a favorite might have werk executed by very in- 
different workmen at a low price, and make a great 
profit to the entire exclasior of skilful workmen. 
Besider, the work might be sent to a foreign coun- 
try to be executed, as has already been the case. 
If tie House would employ me to furnish the maps 
for Mr. Owen’s report, I will do so for 50 per cent. 
less than Mr. P. Haas has heretofore charged the 
House for lithography, which is my usual price for 
work accompanying documents. Should Congress 
deem the subject of sufficient importance to appoint 
a committee, it would be well to examine the ac- 
counts for engraving done for the Senate. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
Hon. J. @. Apams, W. J. STONE. 
House of Representaves. 


Mr. BYNUM said he should vote to strike out 
the whole of the appropriation for stationery, not 
because he thought it proper, but because he 
thought it necessary to bring gentlemen back to a 
proper sense of what was due trom them as Repre- 
sentatives on that floor, and to the great interests 
of the people of this country. He thought nothing 
less than meeting this question in this way, by 
stopping all appropriations, and consequently the 
wheels of Government, and throwing the responsi- 
bility upon those gentlemen at once who were em- 
barrassing almost every measure that was brought 
forward by either party, by an ostentatious parade 
of a boastful economy, and a most indiscriminate 
censure of every public officer. Why, sir, said 
Mr. B. do gentlemen not know, from the very na- 
ture of things, that as long as you have a Govern- 
ment, you must have officers, for it is of such that 
Governments*consist; and can gentlemen expect 
that Governments can be sustained and carried on 
in all their operations without expense or money, 
and those officers are to serve without pay for their 
services? Such an idea appeared to him a preposterous 
absurdity—yet one might well infer this, from the 
tenor of the remarks of gentlemen and their course 
on this floor. Gentlemen ought to recollect, that 
in a short month, they would have an opportunity 
of trying how far it was practicable to carry on this 
Government without either officers or money. 
They should recollect too, that they should be tried 
by the same rule which they laid down for the 
trial of others. He was not prepared to say how 
far the conduct of the Clerk of the Howse had 
been proper or improper; upon that subject we had 
contradictory evidence from the members of the 
same committee, who professed to know mcst about 
it; in favor of fact, there were two to one in favor of 
the proper conduct of the Clerk of the House—yet 
it appeared that the House was was called upon, 
and by those too who appeared to know the least 
about it, to castan unmerited censure upon the 
Clerk, and this too upon the most insufficient evi- 


dence of hearsay. ‘Now, this was the princi- 
pal subject that he had risen to notice, and 
against the course pursued in relation to 
it, he entered his most solemn  protest— 
a course that had been adopted during this and the 
last Administration against the public officers of 
every department of the Government; which, in 
his judgment, was as wnjust (he would not say dis- 
honorabie) as it was iiliberal and unstatesman- 
like. Sir, said he, what was that course that had 
become of late so much in practice in this Housc? 
It was that the most inexperienced of the members, 
who had not been in their seats long enough to be- 
come acquainted with the most ordinary modes of 
the transaction of business, either by the officers 
of the House or the heads of the Departments, 
had attempted to make themeelves leaders of 
their respec'ive parties, by arraigoing and de- 
nouncing every officer in your Government for 
corruption, misstatement, malfeasance, &c. arising, 
nine times out of ten, out of their own want of ex- 
perience upon those subjects, and their ina- 
bility to understand them. Sach has been emphati- 
cally the case pursued in this House for the last se. 
veral years, by which your old, experienced, gray- 
haired men, have been thrown entirely in the 
back grounds, or they have been  wofully 
derelict and negligent in their duty to their con- 
stituents; and some of your best public offi- 
cers have been condemned by the public with- 
out a hearing, and before being called on even 
for the slightest explanation, which might have 
been the fullest justification of their sta'ements and 
conduct: and thus have gone abroad many of the 
most unfounded and unjust impatations against the 
best of men, without a contradiction. He put itto 
the candor of gentlemen, if such a course was fair? 
Was it honorable? Was it just or statesmanlike? 
Would it not be revisited on gentlemen with retri- 
butive justice? and, if so, could they, with any 
grace, complain? 

Again, he contended that it was a practice both 
unsta’esmanlike and unparliamentary—of recent 
date, adopted to effect party purposes. Herewrore, 
it had been the case when the conduct of an officer 
was impeached or assailed, a special committee 
was appointed to examine into, and report the fact 
to the House, or an explanation called for by the 
House from the accused, before either condemna- 
tion or denunciation by the members of this body, 
by whom he was to be tried. But how different now, 
when cendemnation and denunciation always pre- 
cedes either tria!, explanation in}justification, or de- 
feuce; andconviction is entered upon some second or 
third handed hearsay? For instance, your Clerk is 
ordered to supply materials for stationery to this 
House. It is presumable that he does it at as rea- 
sonable a rate as the nature of the case admits of. 
Afier it is done, some “ Yankee nulmeg maker,” per- 
haps, writes to some rremb>r of the House that had 
he been applied to, or elected Clerk to the House, 
he would have furnished those materials at a much 
cheaper rate than your present Clerk has furnished 
them. Without doubting this statement—without 
calling on your Clerk for any explanation—with- 
out calling on a committee to report the facts to 
the House, you ca!l up your Clerk, with a charac- 
ter heretofore unimpeached and unimpeachable, 
and upon such evidence denounce, censure, and 
convict him. Sir, against the adoption of such a 
course against any officer, I protest, as being cruel, 
upjast, and tyrannical. It was a practice repug- 
nant to every principle of liberty, and could only 
be tolerated by usurpers and tyrants. 

Mr. EVANS contended that this fund (the esti- 
mates for which had already been reduced $25,000 
by the Committee of Ways and Means) was not 
more than sufficient to meet the demands that would 
be made uponit; and he repadiated, with much 
animation, the charges which the House made 
against itself in the shape of corruption and 
plunder. 


He did not say there might not have been individual 
instances of abuse. Ifany man has been guilty of that, 
it was his own matter. But he did not believe that 
the unjust appropriations of stationery amounted, 
in a long session, to more than three thousand dol- 
lars, His experience was that there was no such 
waste, and plundering, and extravagance as they 





were charging themselves with. He was op 

to striking out the appropriation; it was no more 
than was necessary. e estimate, as he had 
stated, had already been reduced $25,000 in the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and that, he 
thought, was what the Secretary of the Treasury 
would call a very “vigorous reduction.” If gen. 
tlemen were willing to dispense with stationery al- 
together, so was he—vastly more willing than he 
was to receive $20 for his share, or to put a law 
upon the statute book denouncing themselves. 

Mr. MONROE thanked the gentleman from 
Maine (Mr. Evans] for his speech; it contained 
precisely his own sentiments, though much better 
expressed. The gentleman deserved the thanks of 
this House for the manner in which he had vingj. 
cated his character and dignity. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD replied to Mr. Evins, ex. 
plaining and vindicating his own course, and con- 
tending that that gentleman’s argument amounted 
only to this—'et us not put this thing on the statute 
books; if we are guilty of these offences, let not the 
eye of any man see it. He could assure the gen- 
tleman that the people were not ignorant of these 
matters—that they were turning their attention to 
them. It was a mistake to suppose that these 
things were too trifling to demand attention. 
Nothing could be so which involved an abuse of 
the people’s money. He denied that he had said or 
done any thing calculated to reflect upon any 
man. He had denounced no one as a plunderer. 
He had merely suggested to the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Paorrit] a way by which the abuse 
could be remedied. 

The question was discussed further by Messrs. 
TILLINGHAST, EVERETT, and LINCOLN. 

Mr. LINCOLN said that, on subsequent exami- 
nation, he found that his original motion was the 
proper one; and again modified his proposition so 
as to reduce the item from $25,000 to $15,000, (i.e. 
striking out all that was applicable to the nezt ses- 
sion of Congress.) 

And the question being taken, the amendment, 
thus modified, was agreed to. 

So the item was reduced from $25,000 to $15,000: 

Mr. CURTIS then moved that the committee 
rise. 

The motion having prevailed, the committee 
rose, reported progress, and obtained leave to sit 

ain. 

Mr. BURKE offered the following resolution: 

Resclved, That the special committee, appointed 
by order of the House at the last session on the 
subject of stationery, and the memorial of the 
Clerk, be re-appointed. 

Mr. STANLY said he had something to say in 
relation to the doings of the committee proposed 
to be revived, and which he should take an oppor- 
tunity of saying when the resolution came up for 
consideration. 

And the House adjourned till to-morrow at 11 
o’clock. 





IN SENATE. 
Farpay, February 12 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the creden- 
tials of the Honorable WILLIAM R. KING, 
elected by the General Assembly of the Sta'e of 
Alabama a Senator of that State for six years from 
the 4th of March next, when his present term will 
expire; which were read. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of Mary 
Robinson, praying for a special act of Congress for 
her relief; which was referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 


Mr. N. also presented the memorial of Nathan 
Thayer; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pa‘ents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. WHITE presented the petition of Jacob 
Baker and others, in favor of the passage of 
a general bankrupt law; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Kosciusko county, Indiana, praying for the esta- 
blishment of a mail route; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. PORTER presented two memorials from 
citizens of Michigan for the establishuent of post 
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routes; which were severally referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. P. also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Michigan, praying the passage of a general bank- 
rupt law; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. NORVEL., from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which was referred the bill au- 
thorizing the States to tax any lands within their 
limits sold by the United States, reported the same 
without amendment, and with are commendation in 

vor of its passage. 

“oa motion by Mr. BUCHANAN, the papers in 
the case of Samuel R. Slaymaker, and the bill for 
his relief passed by the Senate at the last session, 
were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

The House bill making appropriation for the re- 
lief of Revolutionary and other pensioners, was 
reada firstand second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
Prentiss, was taken up for consideration, and, 
after a discussion, in which Messrs. PRENTISS, 
KING, HUBBARD, WHITE, SEVIER, SOUTH- 
ARD, KNIGHT, and CLAYTON, participated, 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. KING gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Ann 


E. Clitherell. 
BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were severally read a third 
time and passed: 

The bill to authorize the granting letters testa- 
mentary and of administration to aliens in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

The bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher, and 
the heirs and legal representative of Bartholomew 
Butcher, Michael Butcher, and Peter Bloom. 

The bill authorizing a patent to be issued to Jo- 
seph Campau for a certain tract of land in the State 
of Michigan. 

The bill confirming to Joseph Kennedy, assignee 
of Cornelius McCartin, his title to an island in the 
Tensaw river, in the State of Alabama. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Madame De 
Lusser and their legal representatives. 

The bill for the relief of Adam D. Steuart. 

The bill confirming the claim of the heirs and 
legal representatives of Pierre Dolet, deceased, to a 
tract of land in Louisiana. . 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the bill to authorize 
the issue of Treasury no‘es was taken up and con- 
sidered as in committee of the whole, and the 
question being on ordering it to a third reading, 

Mr. BENTON said, he was willing to borrow 
money for the use of the Government, but not to 
authorize itto make paper money; and he would 
therefore call for the ayes and noes, which were 
accordingly ordered. 

The question was then taken on ordering the bill 
to a thirdreading, and decided in the affirmative— 
ayes 29, nays 9, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Bayard, Bucha- 
nap, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Dison, Ful- 
ton, Graham, Hubbard, Ker, King, Knight, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholson, Norvell, Porter, 
Rives, Roane, Robinson,'Sevier, Smith of Indiana, 


Tallmadge, Wall, Webster, Williams, Wright, - 


and Young—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Henderson, Mangum, 
Smith of Connecticut, and White—9. 

Mr. HUBBARD then moved that the bill be put 
upon its passage; and no objection being made, it 
was so ordered; and the yeas and nays being or- 
dered, and the question about to be taken, Mr. 
CLAY of Kentucky assigned his reasons for voting 
against the bill, and was replied to by Mr. 
WRIGHT, and a debate ensued, in which Messrs. 
BENTON, CALHOUN, PRESTON, DIXON, 
HUBBARD, KNIGHT, HENDERSON, WHITE, 
and SMITH of Indiana participated, when the ques- 
tion was taken on the passage of the bill. and de- 
-~ in the affirmative—ayes 28, nays 8, as fol- 
ows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay of Alabama, Dixon, Fulon, Graham, Hub- 
bard, Ker, King, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, Nich l- 
son, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Rives, Roane, Ro- 


binson, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, Wall, 
Webster, Williams, Wright, and Young—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Henderson, Mangum, Preston, and 
White—8. 

The VICE PRESIDENT submitted to the Se- 
nate a message from the President of the United 
States, in reply to the resolution of the Senate of 
the 5th instant, requesting him to communicate to 
the Senate,ifnot deemed incompatible with the public 
interest,the correspondence, if any, between the State 
Department and the representatives of any foreign 
Government relative to the negroes taken on board 
the L’Amistad, which has occured since that trans. 
mitted with his message of the 21st March, 1840. 

The message was ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, in reply toa resvlutionof the Senate in rela- 
tion to the losses sustained by the Government from 
the use of bank paper; which was ordered to be 
printed, with 20,000 extra copies. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, in relation to the value of foreign coins; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

The Senate then adjourned to Monday next. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Faipay, February 12, 1840. 


After the journal had been read, 

Mr. CUSHING, from the Joint Committee ap- 
pointed on the part of the House to wait on Wi. 
L14uM Henry Harrison, of Ohio, and inform him 
of his election to the Presidency of the United 
States, reported: That the committee had waited on 
the President elect, and informed him of the result 
of the vote; when he replied, that he received this 
manifestation of the confidence of bis countrymen 
with profound gratitude, and that he would ear- 
nestly devote himself to the discharge of the daties 
imposed on him, by endeavoring to promote the 
unior and welfare of the country, according to his 
best abilities. 

Mr. BURKE, in pursuance of notice, cffered 
by following resolution: 

Resolved, That the special committee appointed 
the order of the House, at the last session, on the 
subject of stationery, and the memorial of the 
Clerk, be reappointed. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. BURKE moved a suspension of the rules, 
and on that motion demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and being taken, the motion 
was negatived. 

Mr. JONES ef Virginia then moved that the 
House resolve itself intoa Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, for the purpose of re- 
suming the consideration of the 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On this motion the yeas and nays were demand- 
ed, and being ordered, were—yeas 65, nays 84. 

So the House refused to go into commiitee. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

The first business in order was the Senate bill 
(reported from the Committee on the Public Lands 
by Mr. Crary, on Wednesday, with several amend- 
ments) entitled, “‘An act to authorize the Legisla- 
tures of the States of Arkansas, Louisiana, and 
Tennessee, to sell lands heretofore appropriated for 
the use of schools in those States.” Tne question 
pending was on the motion of Mr. Peck to commit 
the bill, with the amendments, to the Committee of 
the ‘Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PECK modified the motion, so that the bill, 
as amended, be printed and laid upon the table for 
the present, roy the purpose of giving members an 
opportunity of examining it; which was agreed to. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which was referred the bili from 
the Senate, entitled “An act for the relief of cer- 
tain settlers on the public lands, who were deprived 
of the benefits of the act granting pre-emption 
rights, which was approved on the 19th of June, 
1834,” reported the same without amendmen: laid 
on the table. 

Mr. L. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill from the Senate, entitled ‘‘An 
aet supplementary to an aet entitled, ‘An act to en- 
courage the introduction and prox ote the cultiva- 
tion of tropical plants,’ approved 7th July, 1838,” 


reported the same, without amendmen}; and the 
bill was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. CASEY, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill from the Senate, entitled “An 
act supplementary to the act entitled, ‘An act for 
the discontinuanee of the office of Surveyor Gene- 
ral in the several districts, so soon as the surveys 
therein can be completed; for abolishing land of- 
fices under certain circumstances; and for other 
purposes,” approved June 12, 1840,” reperted the 
same, with an amendment: referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole Heuse on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, from the same comé 
mittee, to which was referred the bill from the Se- 
nate, entitled ‘An act to relinquish to the State of 
Mississippi the two per cent. fund accruing by the 
act for the admission of said State into the Union,” 
reported the same without amendment. 

Before the question was decided, the hour al- 
lowed for reports expired. 

And then, on motion of Mr, FILLMORE, the 
rules were suspended so as to continue to receive’ 
reporis from committees; and the bill reporied by 
Mr. Trompeson of Mississippi again coming before 
the House, it was committed to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on the 
Pabtic Lands, to which was referred the bill from 
the Senate, entitled “An act for the benefit of the 
Selma and Tennessee railroad,” reported the same 
with sundry amendments; which was committed to 
the whote House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. JOS. L. WILLIAMS, from the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, to which was 
referred the petition of sundry citizens of Maples- 
ville, Bibb county, Alabama, praying compensa- 
tion sufficient to secvre the services of a postmaster 
to perform the extraordinary duties required at that 
office, made an unfavorable report thereon: laid on 
the table. 

Mr. JOS. L. WILLIAMS, from the same com- 
mittee, made an unfavorable report upon the peli- 
tion of Samuel Quarles: laid on the table. 

Mr. HOPKINS, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill from the Senate, entitled 
“An act for the relief of Avery, Salimarsh and 
Company,” reported the same without amenément: 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. H from the same committee, made an un- 
favorable report on the petition of Allen Sammons, 
of the State of Tennessee: laid on the table. 

Mr. McKAY, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill from the Senate, enti- 
tled “An act for the relief of Francis A. Harrison,” 
reported the same without amendment: committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House. 

On motion of Mr. McK. the same committee 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the petition of John Prack; and. the petition was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. McCARTY, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, reported a bili making an 
appropriation for the Island Fire Company; which 
was read a first and second time, committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. McC. from the same committee, reported a 
bill to provide for the sale ot the real estate of in- 
fants, in certain cases; which was read a first and 
second time, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole H. use, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McC. from the some committee, reported a 
bill to provide for the arrest and detention of, and 
demand of fugitives from justice; which was read: 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILLIAM COST JOHNSON, from the 
same committee, reported a bill for the relief of 
Caspar W. Weaver; which was rea a first and 
second time, committed to a Committee of the 
Whole Houtre, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BEIRNE, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill from the Senate, en 
titled “An act to extend the charter of the Bank of 
Aleyandria, in the city of Alexandria,” reported 
the same without amendmen!: commit'ed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the same committee, to 
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which was referred the bill from the Sena'e, entitled 
“An act for the relief of John Carter,” reported the 
same without amendmeni: commitied to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole Hous>. 

Mr. SAMUELS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
d‘ciary, to which was referred the petition of Wil- 
liam J. Roberts, made a report thereon, accompa. 
mew a bill for the retief of William J. Roberts 
and William Detherage; which bill was read a first 
and second time, committed to a Committee of the 
Whole Heuse, and the bill and report ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. TURNEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, submitted the following 

REPORT. 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 
referred the petition of Charles Holt, report: 

That in the month of September, 1799, petition- 
er, at the circuit court, in the State of Connecticut, 
was indicted and found guilty of haviog prin‘ed 
and published what was alleged to bea /ibvel against 
Mr. John Adams, the then President of the United 
S.ates, the alleged libel was in the fol!owing words, 
to wit: “The officers of the new corps met in Dan- 
bury, and assigned the stations for each in which to 
enlist so'diers as recruits. The newspapers also 
announce that the President has directed the addi- 
tional regiments to be organized. In so seriousa 
crisis, I trust that a few remarks will not be amiss. 
A question arises, where are these recruits fora 
standing army to be found? Among our sprighily 
and enterprising young farmers, who, by industry 
and economy, may grow rich, become fathers of 
families, and men of great respectability as hus- 
bandmen in the immense regions which are culii- 
vating in the West? No: they are ready in their 
places to do military duty at the risk of life, in or- 
der to ward off invasion, or to crush intestine tu- 
mults. Butthey will never give their jeave to the 
Prussian military discip'ine, or devote their 
valor to promote the views of ambition, or to op- 
press their country and posterity with a standing 
army. They will never be the companions of the 
refuse of mankind, taken from gaols an. brothels, 
from Tyburn and Newgate; they will never spend 
their best days in armies and vice, in order to glit- 
ter in regimentals, wear a sword, and lounge in 
idleness as drones, pitied and penniless. The best 
comment upon the recruiting service and address to 
the manly feelings of American youth, is the ap- 
pointment of Alexander Hamilton to command 
our army after the affair of crim. con. Its prelude 
to our President's advice io the young men of Phi- 
ladelphia, to study virtue and science, is an instance 
of homan fallibility and inconsistency. Are we 
young officers and soldiers to learn virtue of Gene- 
ral Hamilton; or, like their General, are they to be 
found in the bed of adultery? This is a serious con- 
sideration for statesmen, for the army, for fathers, 
brothers, husbands, and sons. Officers in recruiting 
Services are generally successful; but soldiers are 
not very fit for service under seventeen or eigh'een 
years; such may serve John Quincy Adams 
when he is lord protector of the United States, but 
cannot defend us in the present case in actual ser- 
vice, especially on the frontiers and among the fe- 
male Indians. Officers are not always moral or 
careful to provide for the first of their amours. 
This must enforce the obligation for the sake of 
morality, to discourage standing armies in the na- 
tion. No men are treated with less respect and de- 
ference at this time than those whe are paradiag in 
regimentals, and recruiting in our country towns 
and cities. The people consider them as useless 
and burdensome, as idle and dissipated, and 
they are too noble to forsake honorable industry 
to feed upon the vitals of their country,to extend court 
influence, or to be allured and bribed into silence. 


' When they are not preferred in promotions, ne- 


glected military men generally become foes to that 
cause which neglects to employ them, and the enor. 
mous number who are now soliciling, if they be- 
come unfriendly to eur Executive, will cive an al- 
most total change to the next electicn, unless com- 
missiens and pay are bestowed on them. The peo- 
ple, see and feel this in every part of the conn- 
try. Out war advocates are, therefore, anxious for 
hestilities. The war and election being over, these 
officers and soldiers will be sold and sacrified on 
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some forlorn hope, for our folly in not immediately 
petitioning for a s‘op to the further progress in rais- 
ing a standing army. General Hamilion was mar- 
ried to the davghter of General Schuyler of New 
York, sister of Mrs. Church. Mrs. Church, then 
called Carter, was co-contractor in the late army, 
with Col. Woodsworth, both of whom made great 
fortunes by the war; and the son of Mrs. C. is 
about to marry the daughter of Mr. Bingham of 
Philadelphia, the Federal Senator. Thus are our 
advocates fur war connected and allied together. 
Are our sons to fight battles that a certain class of 
men may reap the spoil, or enlarge their power and 
fortunes upon our destruction? Such, my fellow- 
citizens of Connecticut, are part of the facts which 
itis the duty of every man to present for your con- 
sideration, before you permit your sons to enter into 
wars, which may destroy both you and them. 
Scarcely removed from the distresses of one war— 
bardened with taxes—paying heavy charges to sup- 
port your executive, legislative, judicial and eccle- 
siastical system, you are to be upon your guard. 
Your prisons are crowded—lawyers are severe and 
tte clergy exact. Information is excluded from 
your, by fettered presses, and you cannot be too 
steadf.s' in the defence of your Government and 
Coxstitution which were earned with blood, and se- 
cured by wisdom. Who are to fight these bat:les? 
The cxempis in our list, whose occupations in cle- 
rical and civil capacities excuse them from services, 
or those who, by rancor, have excited war on the 
part of the French Republic against the United 
States? Some want a war that the public may be 
diverted from our examination into their proceed- 
ings. Others to make fortunes upon the public 
spoil ” 

The court deemed the publication above recited, 
libellous, and under the second section of the act, 
commonly called the sedition law, passed the 4:h 
July, 1798, which section is as follows, to wit: 

“And be it further enacted, That if any person 
shall write, print, utter or publish, or shall cause or 
procure to be written, printed, uttered or published, 
or shall knowingly and wilfully assist or aid in 
writing, printing, uttering or publishing any false, 
scandalous and malicions writing or writings 
against the Government ef the United States, or 
either House of the Congress of the United States, 
or of the President of the United States, with in- 
tent to defame the said Government, or either House 
of the said Congress, or the President, or to bring 
them or either of them into contempt or disrespect,or 
to excite against them, or either cr any of them the 
hatred of the good people cf the United States, &c. 
then such person being thereof convicted, before 
any court of the United States having jurisdiction 
thereof, shall bs punished by a fine not exceeding 
two thousand dollars, and by imprisonment not ex- 
ceeding two years ” 

Upon this indictment, Charlest Holt was con- 
victed and sentenced by the court to be imprisoned 
for three months; to pay a fine of two hundred 
dollars, and the cost of the prosecution, taxed at 
twenty-nine dollars, and to stand committed until 


the fine and cost were paid, which were paidas | 


appears by the exemplification of the record of 
the said trial and proceedings now on file in this 
House. 

The committee are of opinion that the sum above 
recited was unconstitutional, null, and void, passed 
under a misiaken exercise of undelegated power; 
and that the mistake ought to-be corrected by re- 
turning the fine so obtained, with interest thereon, 
to said petitioner. The committee do not deem it 
necessary to discuss at length the character of that 
law, or to assign all the reasons, however demon- 
strative, that have induced the conviction of its un- 
constitationality. No question connected with the 
liberty of the press ever excitec a more universal and 
mtense interest—ever received so acuie, able, long 
continued, and elaborate investigation—was ever 
more generally understood, or so conclusively set- 
led by the concurring opinions of all parties after 
the heated political contest had passed away. All 
that remains now to be done by the Re- 
presen’/atives of the people who condemned this 
act of their agents as unauthorized and transcend- 
ing their grant of power, to place beyond question, 
doubt, or cavil, that mandate of the Constitution 








prohibiting Congress from abridging the liberty of 
the press, asd to discharge an honest, just, moral, 
and honorable obligation, is to refund from the 
Treasury the fine thus illegaily and wrongfully ob. 


| tained from one of their citizens; for which purpose 


the committee herewith report a bill. 

The report was accompanied by a bill; which 
was read twice, committed to a Committee of the 
Whole, and the bill and report ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, from the same committee, 
to which was referred the petition of John John. 
ston, made a report thereon, accompanied by a bill 
for his relief; which bill was read a first and second 
time, committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and the bill and report ordered to be printed, 

Mr. T. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of Henry J. Defrees and 
Stephen Jermy, made a report thereon, accompa- 
nied by a bill for their relief, which was read a 
first and second time, committed to a Committee of 


| the Whole House, and, with the report, ordered to 
be printed. 


Mr. HOFFMAN, from the same Commit- 
tee, to which was referred the bill from the Se- 
nate, entit'ed “An to authorize the Secretary of 
the Treasury to make an arrangement or compro- 
mise with any of the sureties on bonds given to the 
United States by Samuel Swartwout, late collector 
of customs for the port of New York,” reported 
the same without amendment. 


FOURTH INSTALMENT OF DEPOSITES. 

Mr. STANLY, in conformity with notice here- 
tofore given, on the 2lst of December last, asked 
leave to introduce a bill providing forthe payment 
of the fourth instalment to the States, according to 
the acts of June, 1836, and October, 1837, when 
the public debt is paid, and to release the States 
from all obligation to pay either of the instalments. 

On the question of granting leave, the yeas and 
nays were demanded, and were, yeas 66, nays 83, 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Jno. W. Allen, Baker, 
Boardman, Brockway, Casey, Chinn, Chittenden, 
Clark, James Cooper, Cranston, Edward Davies, 
Garret Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Eiwards, Everett, 
Fillmore, Gates, Giddings, Goode, Graves, Grin- 
nell, Hall, Henry, Hoffman, James, Charles John- 
ston, William Cost Johnson, Kempshal', Lane, 
Lincoln, McCarty, Francis Mallery, Mason, Mont- 
gomery, Moore, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Mor- 
row, Osborne, Peck, Randall, Rariden, Reed, 
Ridgway, Russell, Simonton, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Stewart, Taliaferro, Juhn B. Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Un- 
derwood, Edward D. White, Lewis Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, and Wiothrop—66. 


NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Black, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, William 0. 
Butler, Bynum, John Campbell, Carroll, Chap- 
man, Clifford, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, Wm. R 
Cooper, Crabb, Crary, Cross, John Davis, Doan, 
Dromgoole, Duecan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fisher, 
Floyd, Gerry, Goggin, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, 
John Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Hubbard, 
Jameson, Joséph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nath. 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, 
Leadbetier, Leet, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, Mc- 
Clellan, McCulloch, McKay, Meredith Mallory, 
Montanya, Samuel W. Morris, Parrish, Parmenter, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Reynolds, Rives, Ed- 
ward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels,Shaw,Albert 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, 
Strong, Sweney, P. F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, Vanderpoel, Vroom, David D. Wagener, 
Warren, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. 
Williams, and Henry Williams—83. 


So the House refused to grant leave. 

On motion of Mr. NATHANIEL JONES, the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of the heirs of Edward Pannell, and the petition 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. NATHANIEL JONES, from the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims, made unfavorable 
reports upon the petitions of Sally C. Wenwood 
and Eliza S. Wenwoc d, the heirs of Sarlton Wood- 
son; and Nicholas Murray and others, heirs of 
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James Murray; which reports were ordered to lie 
upon the table, and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. NATHANIEL JONES, the 
Committee om Revolutionary Claims was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of the heirs of F. W. Smith, late a lieutenant 
in the army; and the same was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. ELY, from the Committee on Revolutiona- 
ry Claimas, to which was referred the petition of the 
representatives of Lieut. Rignol Hillary, made a 
report thereon, accompanied by a bill for their re- 
lief; which was read twice, committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed. : 

Mr. ELY, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of the representatives of 
Nathaniel Irish, made a report thereon, accompa- 
nied by a bill for their relief; read twice, commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole House, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. ELY, from the same commitiee, made an, 
favorable reports upon the petitions of Marcus 
Brown, the heirs of Capt. Joseph Michaux, and 
Nathan Williams: laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. ELY, the same committee 
were discharged from the further consideration of 
the petitions of Margaret Chapen and George 
Frisbie; and said petitions were laid on the table. 

Mr. PARMENTER, from the same committee, 
made unfavorable reports upon the petitions of the 
heirs of Jonathan Snowden, Catharine Telfair, 
daughter c° Captain Isaiah Wool, and the heirs 
ot ern Jones; which reports were laid on the 
tabie. 

On motion of Mr. PARMENTER, the same 
committee were discharged from the further con- 
sideration ef the petition of Thomas Keates; and 
the same was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 

Mr. PARMENTER, from the same committee, 
to which was referred the petition of the heirs of 
Colonel Thomas Knowlton, made a report thereon, 
accompanied by a bill to authorize the payment of 
the seven years’ half pay, due on account of the 
services of Thomas Knowlton, deceased, in the 
war of the Revolution: read twice, and committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. HALL, from the same committee, made an 
unfavarable report upon the petition of the heirs of 
Ephraim Bowen; wh‘ch report was committed to a 
Comftnittee of the Whole House. 

Mr. HALL, from the same committee, made un- 
favorable reports in the cases of Edward R. Lau- 
rens, administrator of Thomas Rutledge; of Henry 
Hobson, legatee of Joseph Hobson, deceased; of 
the heirs of John Godell, deceased; of the heirs of 
Robert Vance, deceased; of the heirs of Dr. 
Charles Taylor; of the heirs of Augustin Willett; 
_— reports were severally ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, from the same commit- 
tee, made unfavorable reports in the cases of the 
heirs of Richard Chenoweth, deceased; on the peti- 
tion of the heirs of Samuel J. Axton; on the petition 
of Humphrey Willard; on the petition of Josiah 
eo which reports were ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, from the Revolutionary 
Committee, made a report upon the petition of the 
heirs of Richard Shubrick, accompanied by a bill 
for their relief; which bill was read twice and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole House, 

On motion of TRIPLETT, the same committee 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the petition of John. Maddox; and the same was 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, the Committee 
on Private Land Claims was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of the heirs 
of Major General Duportail, Brigadier General 
Armand, and Major De Ja Combe; and the same 
were referred to the Comimittee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

Mr. CALHOUN, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, made a report upon the petition 
of Obed P. Lacey, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; read twice and committed. 
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Mr. VROOM,-from the same commitlee, to 
which was referred the bill from. the Senate, en- 
titled “an act to continue in force the act for the 
the final adjustment of private land claims in Mis- 
souri, approved 9th July, 1832, and the act sup- 
plementary thereto, approved 24d March, 1833,” 
reported the same without amendment: com- 
mitted. 

Mr. JAMESON, from the same committee, to 
was referred the bill from the Senate, entitled “an 
act for, the relief of Jean Baptiste Comeau,” re- 
ported the same without amendment: committed. 

Mr. J. from the same Committee, made a report 
upon the petition of James Fort Muse in the right 
of his house, reported a bill to confirm Margaret 
Adnlaide Muse in her claim to a certain tract of 
Jand in the State of Louisiana; read twice and com- 
mitted. 


Mr. DELLETT, from the same committee, 
made a report upon the petition of Valerain Al- 
laine, accompanied by a bill for his relief: read 
twice, and comm tted. * 

Oa motion of Mr. DELLETT, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of Samuel Norris and Frede- 
rick Sangrain, and that it be laid upon the table. 

Mr. D. from the same committee, reported back, 
without amendment, S-nate bill entitled ‘‘An act 
confirming to George Tucker, his heirs or assigns, 
a certain tract of land in Alabama: committed to 
a Committee of the Whole Heuse to-morrow. 

Mr. D. also reported back to the House, Senate 
bill entitled ‘An act for the relief of Chas. Mor- 
gan of Louisiana, without amendment: committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. BOARDMAN, from the same committee, 


made an unfavorabe report upon the petition of 


Narcissa Carmouch; which report was ordered to 
lie upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. BOARDMAN, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of Robert Graham, and that the 
petitioner have leave to withdraw the same. 

Mr. CROSS, from the same committee, to which 


was referred the petition of Jacob Thomas, made 


an unfavorable report thereon; which report was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. C. from the same committee, also reported 
back to the House, without amendment, Senate bill 
entitled ‘“‘An act to authorize the issuing of a pa- 
tent to the heirs or legal representatives of Fran- 
cis Rivaud, deceased:” committed to Committee of 
the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. WICK, 

Ordered, Tnat the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of Peter Randon, and that it 
be laid upon the table. 

On reports be'ng called from the Committee on 
Manufactures, 

Mr. ADAMS, after some brief remars in rela- 
lation to the bill heretofore reported by that com- 
mittee for preventing frauds in the collection of the 
revenue, moved that said bill be made the special 
order for the 22d instant. 

On the question being taken, it was decided in 
the negative, as follows—yeas 66, nays 59, not 
two-thirds. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
to which was referred Senate bill entitled ‘‘An act 
for the relief of the legal represeatatives of Nathan 
Pryor, deceased, be discharged from the forther 
consideration thereof, and that if be referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, to which was referred the Senate bill entitled 
“An act for the relief of Gurdon 8S. Hubbard, Ro- 
bert H. Kinzie, and others, reported the same with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. GOGGIN, from the Commitee on Military 
Affairs, made ar adverse to the following pe- 
titions, viz: Of Mrs. Frances Barr, for compensa- 
tion for the services of her husband in the late 
war; of Mrs. Frances P. Gardiner, the wife of 
Captain G. W. Gardiner, for the renewal of pen- 
sion; of Mrs, Rosanna McConn, for five years’ 
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half pay, etc. on account of the services of her 
husband, a soldier of the late war with Great 
Britain; which reports were laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. G. also, from the same commitee, made a 
report adverse to the petition of Henry Rogers and 


William Rogers, asking the passage of an act of 


Congress to enable them to surrender a military 
land warrant, and to receive half pay for their 
father’s services; laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. G. also asked that the committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the me- 
morial of Elkanah Watson, setting forth the ad- 
vantages to the United States of a railroad for mi- 
litary purposes from Port Kent, on Lake Cham- 
plain, to Ogdensburg, in New York. Committee 
discharged. 

Mr. G. also reported a bill for the relief of Gene- 
ral Daniel Parker. Laid on the table, ordered to 
be printed, and made the order of the day for to- 
morrow. 

On motion of Mr. SUMTER, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs, 
to which was referred the petition of Gonom and 
Monrose, in relation to the system of telegraphs, 
be discharged from the further consideration thereof; 
and that it be laid upon the table. 

Mr. KEMBLE, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which the subject was referred, made a 
report, accompanied by a bill to authorize the en- 
listment of boys in the army of the United States; 
which was read a first and second time, and com- 
mitied to a Commitiee of the Whole. 

fr. K. also reported a joint resolution fer print- 
ing map of Northwest Territory; which was read 
a first and second time and committed. 

Mr. K. also reported a bill, accompanied by a 
report, to reimburse the State of Vermont for ser- 
vices of her militia; read twice and committed. 

Mr. K. also reported a bill to authorize the en- 
listment of militia in Florida for one year; which 
was twice read and committed. 

Mr. W. 0. BUTTLER presenied additional tes- 
timony in the cares of Susan Foster, Rebecca Mc- 
Pherson, and Martha Conly; which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensious. 

Mr. B. also reported a bill appropriating $10,000 
for the repair of the buildings, and the purehase 
of additional ground at the Newport barracks, in 
the State of Kentucky; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. MONTANYA, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, made an unfavorable report upon the 
petition of Mary B. Babson, daughier of Nathaniel 
Harriden; jaid on the table. 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, made a 
report upon the petition of Jeseph Morrell, accom- 
panied by a bill for his relief; read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. DICKERSON, fron: the same committee, 
made unfavorable repopts upon the petitions of Sa- 
rah A. Bacon, widows of Federick A. Bacon; Jas. 
Barrou, and James Jackson of England; laid on 
the table. 

Mr. REED, from the same committee, made a 
report upen the petition of James Giynn and 
others, accompanied by a bill for their relief; read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. BROCKWAY, from the same committee, 
made a report upon the petitionof Mary Ripley, 
widow of Jabes Ripley, accompanied by a biil; read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. CUSHING, from the Committee on Foreign 
flairs, \o which was referred the bill from the Se- 
nate entitled “An act to regulate commercial in- 
tercourse with the port of Cayenne, in the colony 
of French Guiana, and to remit certain daties,” 
reported the same, without amendment: committed 
to a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, it was 

Resolved, That the President of the Unitec States 
be requested, if ia his jadgment not incompatible 
with the public service, to communicate to this 
House the documents and other information in 

ion of the Executive, regarding the claims 
of the United States on the Government of Hayti. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on 
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Foreign Affairs, maie an unfavorable report upon 
the petition of Alexander Scott; which was l!aid 
on the table. 

Mr. PICKENS, from the same committee, re- 
ported, without amendment, Senate bill entitled, 
“An act to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 
to refund the duties collected on the French ship 
Alexandre:” committed to a Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. CLIFFORD, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill ‘making further provision for the ex- 
ploration and survey of that part of the Northeast- 
ern boundary line of the United States which sepa- 
rates the States of Maine and New Hamp-hire from 
the British Provinces:” read twice, and committed 
to a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on the 
Territories, made a report, asking leave to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of the citizens of Jacksonville, East Florida, 
fora renewal of their city charter: laid on the ta- 
bie. 

Also, a report from the same committee, asking 
leave to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of J. H. Bronson, E. B. Gould, 
and Joseph 8. Sanchez, for changing the place of 
holding criminal courts: laid on the table. 

Also, a bill authorizing the Legislative Council 
of Fiorida to change the time of meeting of the 
council: read twice, and committed. 

Also, a bill authorizing the adjustment of losses 
sustained by citizens of Florida in 1814, by the 
United States troops: read twice, and commitied. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, frem the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, to which was referred 
Senate bills of the following titles, viz: 

An act granting a pension to Lemuel! White; 

An aot for the relief of Samuel Collins; 

An act for the relief of David Waller; 

An act for the relief of Joseph Bassett; 

An act for the rclief of Many Brettyma; 
reported the same without amendment; which said 
bills were severally committed. 

Mr. T. from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill from the Senate entitled ‘‘An act 
for the relief of Margaret Barnes, widow of Elijah 
Barnes, reported the same with amendments: com- 
mitted. 

Mr. BROCK WAY, from the same committee, 
to whieh was referred the petition of Phillis Talton, 
made a report thereon, accompanied by a bill for 
her relief: read twice, and committed. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the same committee, 
made unfavorable reporis upon the petitions 
of Polly Downing, Mary Adams, Mary Pike, 
Rewland Ledbetter, William Auglea, Ebenezer 
Johnson, Conrad Widrig, John Latham, Samuel 
Edgecomb, Thomas Butmen, Matthew Boughton, 
Margaret Glencer, and Edward Brooks: laid on 
the table. 

Mr. HAND, from the same committee, reported 
bills for the relief of Elizabeth Bishop, Nathan 
Baldwis, and Mary Reed, formerly widow of 
Francis Ryan, accompanied by a report in each 
case; which bills were read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. H. from the same committee, reported 
adversely upon the petitions of Mary Hitchcock, 
Daniel McCarty, John Clark, and John B. Fulks: 
laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. H. the same committee were 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
petitions of Jemima Bisbe, John Grigsby, and 
Squire Ferris, and they were Jaid on the table. 

Mr. EDWARD DAVIS, from the same com- 
mittee, reported bills for the relief of Samuel 
Patch, and the heirs of Joseph Plumb, accompa- 
nied by a report in each case; which bills were 
read twice, and commi'ted. 

Mr. PECK, from the same committee, reported 
bills granting an increase of pension to Lydia 
Hoard, and granting a pension to Sareh Decker, 
accompanied by a report in each case; which bil!s 
were read twice, and committed. 

Mr. PECK, from the same committee, reported 
adversely upon the petiiions of Kesiah Ronsom; 
Henry Andrews, widow of Henry Blackshire; and 
Samuel Campbell; which reports were laid upon 
the table. $ 
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On motion of Mr. ANDREWS, the same com- 
mittee were discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petitions of Benjamin Gallop and Wil- 
liam Moore; George W. Kelly; Elizabeth Gibbs; 
Daniel Ingolls; and Hannah Branch; which were 
laid on the table. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Revo- 
jutionary Pensions, reported the following bills, 
Viz: 

A bill for the relief of John Black; 

A bill for the relief of John Hogg; 

A bill for the relief of Sarah Adams, formerly 
widow of John-Greene; 

A bill for the relief of Sarah Woodard; 

A bill for the relief of Mercy Lord; 
which were read twice, and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. CARR, the same committee 
were discharged frem the further consideration of 
the petition of Catherine Vanderbelt; Thomas 
Brown; Barbara Forbes; Thomas Harvey; and 
George 8. Hawkins; and the latier petitions were, 
on his motion, referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

On motion ef Mr. TALIAFERRO, leave w® 
given to Rebecca McCaun, ard the heirs of David 
Brooks, to withdraw their papers. 

On motion of Mr. OSBORNE, leave was given to 
Susan Ellwood to withdraw her petition. 

Oa motion of Mr. HAND, leave was given to 
Daniel J. Taylor to withdraw his petition from the 
files of the House. 

Mr. CALVARY MORRIS, from the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions, reported without amend- 
ment the bill from the Senate, entitled ‘An act for 
the relief of John McNeil:” committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. CALVARY MORRIS, fr: m the same com- 
mittee, reported bills for the reliefof William R. 
Jaynes, Daniel Dunham, and Wilfred Knott, ac- 
companied by a bill in each case, except Daniel 
Dunham; which bills were read twice, and ccom- 
mitted. 

Mr. CALVARY MORRIS, from the same com- 
mittee, reported adversely upon the petition of Pe- 
ter Houston; laid on the table. 

Ona motion of Mr. C. M. the same committee 
were discharged from the further consideration of 
the petition of Wilham Cunningham; laid on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. STRONG, the same com- 
mittee were discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petitions of Christopher Lambert, Con- 
rad Herty, David Penhailow, and Asa Devrington, 
and the said petitions were laid on the table. 

Mr. S. from the same committee, reported ad- 
versely upon the petitions of Elizabeth Shame, and 
Hugh Neullay; laid on the table. 

Mr. S. from the same committee, reported bills 
for the relief of Daniel Chase, John Hicks, and Sa- 
muel B. Hugo, accompanied by a bill in each case; 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. DOAN, from the same committee, made ad- 
verse reporigupon the petitions of Philip Anspach, 
Reuben M. Gibbs, Jacob Miller, and William 
Simms; laid on the table. 

Oo motion of Mr.’D. the same committee were 
discharged from the further consideration of the pe- 
tion of Jonn Godfrey; and the petition was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. EDWARDS, from the same committee, re- 
ported bills for the relief of Jonathan Bean, Field- 
ing Pratt, and George Hommell, accompanied by 
a bill in each case; which bills were twice read and 
committed. 

Mr. E. from the same committee, made adverse 
reports upon the petitions of Ellen A. Schennck, 
Coffin Sauborn, Peleg Fallman, Moses Archer, and 
Wiltiam Newton; which were laid on the table. 

Mr. DOAN, from the same committee, reported 
bills for the relief of Samuel Dicy and Hagh Wal- 
lace Warmley, accompanied by a report in each 
case; which bills were twice read, and committed. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN, from the same committee, 
reported bills for the relief of John Piper and Wil- 
liam Batterfield, accompanied by billsin each case; 
which bills were read twice, and committed. 

Mr. C. also, from the same committee, made ad- 
verse reports upon the petitions of Deantha Thom- 


son, widow of William Thomson, and Gideon A. 
Perry: laid on the table. 

Mr. CHIPTENDEN, frem the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, made unfavorable reports upon 
the petitions of Jeremiah Wright, Palmer Branch 
John Aston, John Johnson, Nathaniel Davis, John 
Spear, and James Bailey; which reports were or- 
dered to lie upon the table. 

Mr. C. also made a report upon the petition of 
Benjamin Hunt, accompanied by a bill for his re- 
lief; which was read twice, and committed. 

Oa motion of Mr. CHITTENDEN, the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions was discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of Mary 
Davenport; and it was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr.S W. MORRIS, from the same committee, 
reported sundry bills, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Neil Shannon; 

A bill for the relief of Levi M. Rober's; 

A bill for the relief of Josiah Westlake; end 

A bill for the relief of Lyman M. Cooke; 
accompanied by a report in each case; which bills 
were severally read twice, and committed to a Com- 


_mnittee of the Whole. 


Mr. S. W. MORRIS also made unfavorable re- 
ports upon the petitions of Elisha Plumb, John 
Steer, George Miller, William Parker, a Senaca 
Indian, Robert Marshall, Benjamin Walker, and 
Betsy D. Buskirk; which reports were ordered to 
lie upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. 8S. W. MORRIS, the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petitien of Robert 
Acheart, and the petition was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, to which was referred Senate 
bill entitled ‘An act making appropriation to com- 
plete the removal of the raft of Redriver, and for 
other purposes, reported the same without amend- 
ment; which was committed to the Committee of 
the Whale. 

Mr. HOPKINS, (in behalf of Mr. James Gar- 
LAND, who is confined by sickness,) from the Com- 
mittee on Pablic Lands, reported a b'll to continue 
in force the first section of an act entitled “An act 
to extend the time for loeating Virginia military 
land warrants, and returning surveys thereon to 
the General Land Office,” approved Jaly 7, 1838; 
which bill was read twice, and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole. . 

On motion of Mr. GALBRAITH, the Commit- 
tee of the Whole was discharged from the conside- 
ration of the bill making an appropriation for the 
improvement of the navigation of the Alleghany 
river, between Pittsburg and Olean, and the bill re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BEATTY, from the Committee on Patents, 
reported back Senate bill entitled “‘An act in addi- 
tion to an act to promote the progress of the useful 
arts,” without amendment; which was committed 
to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. B. also reported Senate bill, without amend- 
ment, entitled “An act to make certain appropria- 
tions for the Patent Office;” which was committed 
to a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. B. also made a report on the petition of 
John Pettibone, accompanied by a bill to extend 
the patent heretofore granted to Daniel Pettibone; 
which was read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. LEONARD, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Buildings and Grounds, made a report upon the 
petition of Hugh Stewart, accompanied by a bill 
for his relief; which was read twice, and committed 
toa Committee of the Whole. 

On motion of Mr. L. the -Committee on Public 
Buildings and Greunds was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of Samuel 
Atch'sson, and it was referred to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. L. the same committee was 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of A. W. Denham, and it was laid upon 
the table. 


Mr. L. from the same commtttee, reported a join 
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resolution for the relief of Masterton and Smith, 
contractors for the marble work on the General 
Post Office Building, and for other purposes; which 
was read twice, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading to moorow. 

Mr. L. by leave, presented a petition of Jacob 
Kerr, praying remuneration in land or money for 
the loss of sundry bounty land warrants of which 
he has been defrauded by the dishonesiy of a Go. 
vernment agent; which petition was referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. T. W. WILLIAMS, from the Committee 
on Mileage, reported a bill to establish a more uni- 
form rule of computing mileage and per diem com- 
pensation of members of Congress; which was 
read twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CLIFFORD, (in behalf Mr.Jonn W. D>- 
vis, who is confined by sickness,) from the Select 
Committee,to which was referred a letter from John 
C. Rives, one of the printers to the House, dated 
the 3ist ultimo, and the memorial of Hugh A. 
Garland, Clerk of the House, dated the 4th instant, 
(both communications referring to a controversy 
between the parties, as to the power of the Clerk to 
control the binding of Congressional documents, 
and the printing of the special orders of the House,) 
made a report thereon, which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Ei c- 
tions, reported a bill regulating the taking testimo- 
ny in cases of contested elections, and for other 
purposes; which was read twice and commiited to 
a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill to provide for the 
suppert of the Military Academy for the year 
1841; which was read twice, and committed to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the Com- 
mitiee of Ways and Means was discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of the city. 
council of St. Louis, asking an appropriation 
for the improvement of the harbor of the 
city of St Louis: of the petition of the inha- 
bitants of Preble county, Ohio, in relation to the 
Cumberland road; and of the petition of the Mo- 
bile and New Orleans Railroad Company; which 
were severally laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the same 
committee was discharged from the further consi- 
deration of the papers in relation to an appropria- 
tion for the purchase of a site and erection of an 
arsenal at Charleston, South Carolina, which pa- 
pers were laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. COOPER of Georgia, the same 
committee was discharged from the further consi- 
deration of the petition of Asa Armington, and it 
was laid upon the tabie. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill for the relief of 
Ephraim W. Burr and A. P. Smith of Rhode 
Island; which was read twice, and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. H. also made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of C. de la Hailandiere; which was laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. JARED W. WILLIAMS, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, to which was referred the peti- 
tion of Pearson Cogswell, Jate marshal of the dis- 
trict of New Hampshire, made a report thereon, 
accompanied by a bill; which was read twice, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. W. from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill from the Senate entitled ‘*An act 
for the relief of Paniel G. Skinner of Alabama,” 
reported the same without amendment; which was 
committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the same commiltlee, to 
which was referred Senate bills entitled ‘‘An act 
for the relief of Ephraim D. Dickson,” reporied the 
same without amendment; which was commited to 
a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. R. from the same committee, to which were 
referred Senate bills entitled “An act for the relief 
of James H. Relfe,” and ‘‘An act for the relief of 


Clements, Bryan and Company,” reported the same 
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with amendments; which were severally commitied 
to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. R. from the same committee, to which was 
referred Senate bill entitled ‘An act for the relief 
of John C. Reynolds, late disbursing agent of the 
Indian Department,” made an adverse report there- 
on; and the bill was commitied to a Committe: of 
the Whole. 

Mr. R. from the same committee, to which was 
referred the Senate bill entitled ‘“‘An act to autho- 
rize the Secretary of War to adjust and pay to Ben- 
jamin Murphy, of Arkansas, the value of his corn, 
cattle, end hogs, taken by the Cherokee Indians in 
the month of December, 1828, made an unfavora- 
ble report thereon; and the bill was committed to a 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the petition of J. W. Nye, as- 
signee of Peter Bargy, made an unfavorable report 
thereon; which report was laid on the iable. 

Mr. D. from the same committee, to which was 
referred the Sena'e bill entitled ‘An actin addi- 
tion to an act for the relief of Walter Loomis and 
Abel Gay, approved July 2, 1836,” made an ad- 
verse report thereon; and the bill was committed to 
a Committee of the Whele. 

Mr. D. from the same committee, reported a bill 
further to continue in force the ‘Act for the pav- 
ment of horses and other property lost in the mili- 
tary service of the United States;” which was read 
a third time, and passed. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the Senate biil entit’ed “An 
act to authorize the accounting officers of the Trea- 
sury to settle the accounts of Francis Gehon, late 
marshal of Wiskonsan,” made an adverse report 
thereon, and the bill was committed to a Commit- 
tee of the Wkole. 

Mr. G. also made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Ann Mason Tut!; which was laid vpon 
the table 

Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the bill from the Se- 
nate entitled “An actto authorize the Secretary 
of the Treasury to procure steam vessels for the 
service;” reporied the same without 
amendment: commiitted. 

Mr. GALBRAITH, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported adversely on the petition of Wm. 
Jones, late Postmaster of the City of Washington: 
laid on the table. 

Mr. TOLAND, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of Rebecca 
Guest, executrix of John Guert, deceased; ac- 
companied by a report; which bill was read twice, 
and committed. 

A message was received the President of the 
United Siates, by Mr. Abraham Van Buren, his 
private Secretary, notifying that the President did, 
on the 24 of Februarv, instant, approve an enrolled 
bill entitled “An act makisg temporary provision 
for lunatics in the District of Colambia.” 

The following message, received trom the Presi- 
dent of the United States on the 8th instant, was 
read as follows: 

To the Senate and. House of Representatives of the 
United States. 

Istransmit herewith the copy of a report from 
the commissioners for the exploration and survey 
of the Northeastern boundary, in addition to the 
documents sent to Congress, with a reference to a 
further appropriation for the completion of the duty 
entrusted to the commission. 

M. VAN BUREN. 

Washington, February 8, 1841. 

Ordered, That said message be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. CRABB asked and obtained leave to intro- 
duce a bill to explain ‘‘An act for the relief of 
Jermison and Williamson,” approved March 3, 
1839; read twice and committed. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, on leave, submitted the fol- 
lowing, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instracted to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Jack- 
sonville, Alabama, by White Plains, Adrian’s Fer- 
ry, on Tallapoosa river, Alabama Gold Mines, to 
Carrollton, Georgia. Also, of establishing a route 
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from Lowsville, Madiscn county, Alabama, te 
Trenton, in Jackson county, same Siate. 


And then, at a quarier past 5 p.m. the House 


adjourned, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarvapay, February 13, 1841. 

After the journal had been read, 

On motion of Mr. CLIFFORD, the House re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Banxsin the chair) for 
the purpose of considering, during the morning 
heur, the bill makin« appropriation for completing 
the survey of the Northeastern boundary of the 
United States. 

It was discovered, however, that the bill had been 
sent to the printers, and that itcould not be obtain- 
ed in any reasonable time. 

Mr. EASTMAN of New Hampshire hoped the 
committee would take up the bill recently intro- 
duced by him, extending for five years the act of 
1838, granting half pay to certain widows and 
orphans. 

Mr. PICKENS moved that the committee rise. 

The question was put, and the committee was 
counted by tel'ers—ayes 40, noes 81. 

So the committee refused to ri:e. 

The CHAIR here decided that the rules were 
suspended for the special purpose of acting on a 
particular subject, and that it would not therefore 
be in order to take up any other matter. 

A bill was here furni:hed by Mr. Cusnina, of the 
Commiitee on Foreiga Affairs, which be said was 
a copy of the bill reported by the committee. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked the Cuair if this were 
the identical bill reported by the Committce on Fo- 
reign Affairs. 

Mr. CUSHING said he could answer. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE would not receive his an- 
swer, and demanded that the Cuaia or Clerk re- 
spond to the inquiry whether the bill now present- 
ed was the identical bill reported by the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs. 

The Clerk answered it was not. 

Mr. CUSHING said it was a true copy. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE called on the House not to 
act upon any bill whic was not the bill actually 
reported to the House, and spoke as to the danger 
which might arise from the practice now proposed 
to be pursued by substituting a bill said to be a copy 
of the bill. 

As the true bill could not be produced, another 
motion was made that the commitiee rise. 

And the question being put,a quoram did not 
vole; upon which the committee rose and reporied 
that fact. 

The SPEAKER counted the House, and reported 
thata large quorum was present; and the House 
again resumed its session in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. EVANS admitted that, according to a strict 
adherence to rule or form, the objections taken by 
Mr. DromGooLe were correct; but, in point of fact, 
the House in alnicst all cases acted upon bills 
which were only transcripts of the originals. It 
acted upon printed bills, the originals being filed 
away in the Clerk’s office. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE explained, and showed that 
the bills upon which the House usually acted were 
equal to the originals, as they were the official 
prioted copies}from the originals; the originals them- 
selves, if any doubt arose, being not only within 
reach of, but in fact within the actual possession 
of, the House, and might be considered as actually 
before it. 

The original bill still not being forthcoming— 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that the com- 
mittee rise. 

The question was taken by tellers, and there ap- 
peared—ayes 44, noes 82. 

After remarks {rom several gentlemen as to the 
proper course of proceeding— 

Mr. SMITH moved that the committee do pro- 
ceed to act upon the bill substituied by Mr. Cusn- 
ING. 

The question was put—Ayes 92, noes 50. 

And so the committee determined to act on the 
bill banded in by Mr. Cussina. . 

Mr. OROMGOOLE asked if there was any mode 
by which it could be ascertained thai the bill which 
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the committee had voted to act upon was a trne 
transcript of the original bill. 

Mr. CUSHING thought it was too late to ask 
that question. The committee had decided to act 
upon the transcript handed in by him, copy or no 
copy. Mr. C. went on to explain the provisions 
of the bill, and stated that it was identical, ia sub- 
stance, with the origina’, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to amend the bill 
by reducing the appropriation from $75,000 to 
$37,500. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out $37,500, and inserting $20,000 

Some discussion followed, directed mainly to the 
proper extent of the appropriation, in which Messrs. 
ALBERT SMITH, UNDERWOOD, CUSHING, 
HAWES, PETRIKIN, PICKENS, TILLING 
HAST, and VANDERPOEL (the latter of whom 
suggested a compromise of $50,000) participated. 

Mr. PROFFITT was proc’eding to make some 
remarks, when, the hour having elapsed, the Chair- 
man announced the fac'; and the committee there- 
upon rose, (without action,) and reported progress 
BURNING OF THE CAROLINE AND THE 

CASE OF McLEOD. 

Mr. PICKENS, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, made the following report, which was or- 
dered to be printed: 

The Committee on Foreign Affairs, to whom was 
referred the Message of the President, transmitting 
a correspondence with the British Minister in rela- 
tion to the burning of the steamboat Caroline, and 
the demand made for the liberation of Mr. Alexan- 
der MeLeod, respectfully report: 

It appears that the steamboat ‘‘Caroline” was 
seized and destroyed in the month of December, 
1837. The committee are induced to believe that 
the facts of the case are as follows: The boat was 
owned by, and in possession of, a citizen of New 
York. She was cleared from the City of Baffalo, 
and, on the morning of the 29th of December, 
1837, she left the per: of Buffalo, bound for Schlos- 
ser, upon the American side of the Niagara river, 
and within the territory of the United States. The 
original intention seemed to be, to run the boat be- 
tween Buffalo and Schlosser, or, perhaps, from 
Black Rock dam to Schl: sser, and, should it seem 
profitable, it was intended to run her also to Navy 
Island, and touch at Gran! Is'and and Tonawanda. 
Her owner was Mr. Wells, said to be a respectable 
citizen of Buffale, and it is obvious, his intestion in 
putting up the boat was one of speculation and 
profit entirely. The excitement upon that portien 
of the frontrer, at this period, had collected a great 
many in the neighborhood—some from curiosity— 
some from idileness—and ot'ers from taking an in- 
terest in the unusual and extraordinary cellection of 
adventurous men gathered together at that time on 
Navy Island. Navy Island was ‘‘nominally” in the 
British ‘‘territory.” 

The owner of the Caroline took advantage of 
these circumstances to make some money with his 
boat, by running her, as a ferry boat, over to Navy 
Island. All these facts appear from testimony 
regularly taken, (see H. Kk. Doc. No. 302, page 46 
and 39, 2d Session, 25 h Congress,) and the com- 
mittee know of no legal evidence to contradict 
them. There is no proof that any arms or mu- 
nitions of war were carried in the boat, except, 
perhaps, one smal! six pounder field-p'ece belonging 
to a passenger. The principal object was to run 
the boat as a ferry beat from Schlosser, on the Ame- 
rican side, to Navy Island, on the British side. It 
is believed that, even in war, a neutral power has 
the right to trade in contraband articles, subject, of 
course, to seizure and confiscation, if taken within 
the jurisdiction of either of the contending parties. 
What is contraband of war is not always certain. 
Treaty stipulations frequently include some arti- 
cles, and exclude others recognised in the law of 
nations. ‘Trading in contraband articles is no ex- 
cuse for invading the territory and soil of a neutral 
and independent power, whoce private citizens may 
choose to run the hazards of such atrade. In this 
instance there were no two foreign powers engaged 
in war; but all concerned in the outbreak or excite- 
ment within the British jurisdiction, claimed to be 
British subjects, in resistance of the authorities of 
Canada, a province of the British empire. Even 
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admitting, then, that the Carcline was engaged in 
Contraband trade, yet it was with citizens who 
Claimed to be subjecfs of the same empire with 
those who were styled the legitimate officers of the 
Province. Abstractly speaking, how was a private 
citizen to decide who were right and who wrong in 
these local disputes? And which portion of citizens 
of the same province must our citizens refuse to 
have any communication with? But the boat was 
merely used for one day asa ferry boat; and on the 
night of the day she commenced running, she was 
seiz°d while moored at the wharf in Schlosser, and 
burnt. Several men were assassinated; certainly 
one, who fell dead upon the dock. Now the insi- 
nuation of the British Minister, that Schlosser was 
“nominally” within the territory of the United 
States, may well be retorted, as we can with equal 
truth say that Navy Islend was “‘nominally” within 
the “territory” of the British Government; for at the 
period to which we allude, the people collected there 
had as effectually defied Canada authorities as 
any portion of our people had disregarded ours. 
Yet British authority thought proper to pass by 
Navy Island, then in its “nominal” territory, and 
in the plenitude of its power, to cast the egis of 
British jurisdiction over American soil. This was 
truly extending over us that kind guardianship 
which they had not the ability at that time to 
extend to a portion of their own territory, and 
which recommends itself to us, fallas much from 
its assumption as from its love of right or law. 

The British Minister is pleased also to call the 
Caroline a “piratical steamboat.” The loose epi- 
thets of any one, no matter how high in place, 
cannot make that piracy which the law of nations 
does not recognise as such. Pirates are freebooters, 
enemies of the human race; and eminent jurists de- 
scribe them as ravaging every sea and cvoast with 
no flag and nohome. Piracy comes under the con- 
urrecnt jurisdiction of all nations. Even in the 
worst point of view that it can be considered, those 
reonected with the steamboat Caroline were but 
aiders and abettors of others engaged in rebellion. 
And the committee are totally at a loss to know 
upon what authority rebellion is recognised as pi- 
racy. Such confounding of terms is resting the 
case upon epithets, instzad of sound law or facts. 
Bat even supposing it to be a “‘piratical boat,” as 
the Minister asserts it to be; yet the moment it 
touched our soil it fell under our sovereignty, and 
no power on earth could rightfully invade it. 

There is no doctrine more consecrated in English 
history, than thatevery human being whe tonches 
the soil of Great Britain is immediately covered by 
British law. Suppose one of her vessels were cut 
from the banks of the Thames and burnt by 
Frenchmen, and British citizens were assas- 
sinated at night, and the French Miuister were 
to avow that they acted under the orders 
of his Government, and that the vessel was 
“‘piratical,” and the citizens murdered were 
ou'laws—then there is not an Englishman whose 
heart would not beat high to avenge the wrong, and 
vindicate the rights of his country. The law 
there is the Jaw here. And there is no internation- 
al law consistent with the separate independence of 
nations, that sanctions the pursvits of even pirates 
to murder and arson over the soil and jurisdiction 
of one of the States of this Confederacy. No 
greater wrong can be done to a country than inva: 
sion of soil. If it can be done with impunity at 
one point, and on one occasion, it can be done at 
another, and the nation that submits to it, finally 
sinks down into drivelling imbecility. Ifa repre- 
sentation of the state of things at Schlosser, and 
the conduct of those who had control of the Caro- 
line, had first veen made to the proper authorities 
of New York, or of the United States, then there 
would have been some show at least of respect for 
our sovereignty and independence, and a disposi- 
tion to treat us as an equal. But in this case, as if 
to treat our authorities with contempt, there was no 
preliminary demand or representation made. 

It was hoped that the outrage was perpetrated by 
a party in sudden heat and excitement, upon their 
own responsibily. But the British Minister now 
avows that “‘the act was the public act of persons 
obeying the constituted authorities of her Majesty's 
Province,” and again affirms that “it was a public 
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act of persons in her Majesty’s service, obeying 
the orders of their superior authorities.” 

If this had been the first and only point of collj- 
sion with Great Britaio it might not have excited 
such interest, but there is an assumption in must of 
our intercourse with that great power, revolting to 
the pride and spirit of independence in a free peo- 
ple. If it be her desire to preserve peace, her true 
policy would be to do justice, and show that courte- 
sy to equals which she has always demanded from 
others. The commitiee do not desiie to press 
views on this part of the subject, particularly as a 
demand has been made by our Government upon 
the Government of Great Britain for explanation 
as to the outrage committed, the answer to which 
it is hoped will prove satisfactory. 

As to the other points presented in the demand 
made by the British Minister for the ‘“‘liberation” 
of Alexander McLeod, the committee believe the 
facts of the case to be, that the steamboat was 
seized and burnt as stated before, and that a citi- 
zen or citizens of New York were murdered in the 
affray. And there were reasons to induce a belief 
that McLeod was particeps criminis. He was at 
first arrested, and upon various testimony being 
taken, was then discharged. He was afterwards 
arrested a second time. Upon the evidence then 
presented, he was imprisoned to await his trial. 
There was no invasion of British territory to seize 
or takehim. Bat upon his being volantarily with- 
io our territory, he was arrested as any citizen of 
the United Siates, charged with a similar offence, 
might have been. We know of no law of rations 
that would exempt a man from arrest and impri- 
sonment for offences charged to be committed 
against the “peace and dignity” of a State, because 
he is a subject of Great Britain, or because he com. 
mitted the crime at the instigation or under the au- 
thority of British Provincial officers; much less do 
we know of any Jaw that would justify the Presi- 
dent to deliver him up without trial, at the demand 
and upon the assertion as to facts, of any agent of 
the British Government. If we had beea at open 
war with Great Britain, and McLeed had commit- 
ted the offences charged, then he might have fallen 
under the rules and regulatiens of war, and been 
treated as a prisoner of the United States Govern- 
ment, and would have been subject to the laws of 
nations in war. But asthe alleged criminal acts, 
in which McLeod is charged to be implicated, were 
committed in profound peace, it isa crime, as far 
as he may be concerned, solely against the “peace 
and dignity” of the State of New York, and her 
criminal jurisdiction is complete and exclusive. If 
the crimes committed be such as to make a man 
hostis humani genus—an outlaw—a pirate, in the 
legal acceptation of the term, then under the law of 
nations, the United States courts and tribunals 
would have jurisdiction. But the offence charged 
in this case, committed as it wasian time of peace, 
as far is this individual was concerned, was one 
purely against the lex loci, and coming exclusively 
within the criminal jurisdiction of the tribunals of 
New York. 

The Minister, in his letter of the 13th December, 
1840, says: “it is quite notorious that Mr. McLeod 
was not one of the party engaged in the destruction 
of the steamboat Caroline; and that the pretended 
charge upon which he has been imprisoned rests 
Only upon the perjured testimony of certain Cana- 
dians, outlews and their abettors,” &c. This may 
perchance all be so; but it would be asking a great 
deal to require an American court to yield jarisdic- 
tion, and surrender up a prisoner charged with of- 
fences against the law, upon the mere ipse dixit of 
any man, no matter how high in authority. Whe- 
ther McLeod be guilty or not guilly, is the very 
point upon which an American jury alone have a 
right to decide. Jurisdiction in State tribunals over 
criminal cases, and trial by a jury of the venue, are 
essential points in American jurisprudence. And 
it is a total misapprehension as to the nature of 
our system, to suppose that there is any right in the 
Federal Executive to arrest the verdict of the one, 
or thwart the jurisdiction of the other. If such a 
power existed, and were exercised, it would effec- 
tually overthrow, and upon a vital point, the sepa- 
rate sovereignty and independence of these States. 
The Federal Executive might be clothed with 
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power to deliver up fugitives from justice for of- 
fences committed against a foreign State, but even 
then it might not be obligatory to do so, unless it 
were made matter of treaty stipulation. This duty 
and right in an Executive has generally been con- 
sidered as dormant, until made binding by treaty 
arrangement. But when the matter is reversed, 
and demand is made, not of fugitives from justice 
for offences committed against a foreign power, 
put for the liberation of a man charged with of- 
fences against the peace and dignity of one of our 
own Sta‘es, then it is, that the demand becomes 
preposterous in the extrem. The fact the offences 
were committed under the sanction of provincial 
authorities does not alter the case, unless we were 
in a state of war. In such cases as the present, 
the power to deliver up could not be conferred 
upon the Federal Executive by treaty stipulation. 
It could only be conferred in those cases over which 
jurisdict ion is clear.y delegated by the Federal Con- 
stitutionc Such, for instance, as treason, which is 

an cffene agaiost the conjoined sovereignty of the 
Sta’es, as defined in the Constitution. Over all 
cases except those defined in the Constitution, and 
those coming clearly under the laws of nations, the 
States have exclusive jurisdiction, and the trial and 
punishment for offences against them, are incident 
to their separate sovereignty. It is not pretended 
in this case that there is any treaty stipulation under 
which the demand is made; and the Federal Execu- 
live, under our system, has no power but what is 
conferred by the Constitution, or by special law of 
Congress. In the former it is declared that ‘the 
Executive power is vested in a President ef the 
United States,” and that power is then to be pointed 
out and defised by special laws passed from time 
to time, imposing such duties as are thought proper 
and expedient by Congress. 

Your committee deem it dangerous for the Ex- 
ecutive to exercise any power over a subject-matter 
not conferred by treaty or by law; and to exercise 
it im any case in conflict with State jurisdiction, 
would be worse than dangerous; it would be usur- 
pation. 


But your committee forbear to press these points 
further at prevent, and they would not have said as 
much on such clear questions of international law, 
but that in this case, the demand for liberation has 
been made by the accredited agent of a great pow- 
er, and under circumstances of peculiar aggrava- 
tion and excitement. 


We have other points ef difference with Great 
Britain, which add interest to every question that 
arises between us at present. Neither our North- 
eastern or Northwestern boundaries are yet settled 
with her, and the subject is not entirely free from 
difficuliy. She has recently seized our ressels and 
exercised a power involving the right of search, un- 
der the pretext of suppressing the forcign slave 
trade, which, if persevered in, will sweep our com- 
merce from the coast cf Africa, and which is in- 
compatible with our rights as a maritime power. 
She has recently, in her intercourse with us, re- 
fused indemnity and denied our rights to property, 
on a subject-matter vital to nea: one half the States 
of this Confederacy, and which, considering her 
military position at Bermuda and her growing 
power in the West Indies, is of the last importance 
to our national independence. 

All these subjects make every question be- 
tween us, at this peculiar juncture, of the deepest 
interest, 

Besides this, we are both permanently destined 
to have, perhaps, the most extensive commerce 
of modern nations. Our flags float side by side, 
on every sea, and bay, andinlet ef the known 
globe. 


She moves steadily upon her objects with an 
ambition that knows no bounds. And wherever 
She has had a conflict of interest she has rarely 
yielded to any power. 


At this moment she presents to the civilized 
world the spectacle of the greatest miliatary and 
commercial power in combination ever known. 


From her vast possessions in every quarter of 
the globe, and her peculiar commercial system, she 
has been made the reservoir of the wealth of na- 
tions. 
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Her internal resources, skill, labor, and machi- 
nery, with her capital, are beyond calculation. 
Her natural. position, teing about midway the 
coast of Europe, gives her great control over the 
outlets and currents of commerce. 

Her military occupation of Gibraltar, Malta, 
the Ionian islands, and recently of St. Jean d’Acre, 
give her ascendency on the Mediterranean and the 
Levant, while St. Helena and the Cape of Good 
Hope give her possession over the currents of trade 
along those extensive coasts. Then Bombay, Cal- 
cu'ta, and her immense possessions in the East In- 
dies, together with her recent movements in the 
China seas and islands, enable her to extend her 
power over those vast regions that have slambered 
for ages in solitary and enervated magnificence. 
She possesses Falkland island but to control the 
commerce that passes around Cape Horn—while 
Trinidad gives her all she desires in the Caribbean 
sea. Halifax at one point, and Bermuda at another, 
stand out in great force over our own coast from 
one extremity to the other. 

Her positions all ever the world are at this mo- 
ment, in a military point of view, equal to a mil- 
lion of men under arms. Her continual conflicts 
in the mighty regions of the East, only enable her 
officers to become skilful and to improve in the art 
of war, while her great armies and extensive fleets 
draw their support from the immense countries 
seized and occupied. In the present juncture of 
affairs, no statesman can overlook these things. 
Steam power has recently brought us so near to- 
gether, that in the event of any future conflict, 
war with its effects will be precipitated upon 
with much more rapidity than former'y. 

Avarice and ambition are the ruling passions of 
modern times, and it is vain to shut our eyes to the 
state of things around us. It remains to be seen 
what effect steam power is to have upon changing 
and modifying the whole art of defence and war. 
It may be a great engine for again levelling man- 
kind, and reducing every thing to a contest of 
mere physical foree. In that event it might be 
difficult to conjecture what system of national de- 
fence will stand the test of time and experience. 

We havea deep stake in peace, and fondly 
hope the repose of the world will not be disturbed. 
We have certainly not the least desire for any 
rupture. Firmness, and a wise preparation, will 
long preserve us from such a catastrophe. Bat 
while no temptation should ever prompt us to do 
injustice on the one hand, so no consideration, on 
the other hand, should ever induce us to submit 
to permanent wrong from any power on earth, no 
matter what the conséquences may be. 

Your committee would conclude by expressing a 
firm belief that all our points of difficulty may be 
honorably and amicably adjusted, and that harmo- 
ny may long be preserved by both Governments 
pursuing a liberal and generous policy, congenial to 
the interests and feelings of both people, and com- 
patible with the spirit and genius of an enlightened 
age. 

Mr. PICKENS moved that the report be laid on 
the table and printed. 

Mr. EVERETT suggested the propriety of col- 
lecting and printing together, in one pamphlet, ail 
the documents upon the subj ct. 

Mr. HAWES objected to the reception of the 
report, unless it was io order to make 11. 

The SPEAKER said tlte report could not be re- 
ceived unless by consent of a'l parties. 

Mr. HAWES then objected. 

Several members suggested that it was now loo 
late to make the objection, as the report was actu- 
ally before the House, and motions had been made 
and entertained respecting it. 

The SPEAKER here decided that the objection 
should have been made when Mr. Pickens pro- 
posed to submit the report; that, not hearing any 
objection, he had received the report, and proposi- 
_ tions were entertained respecting it; and that it was 
now too late to raise the ol jection. 

Tne reading of the report was called for, and it 
was read accordingly. 

Mr. EVEREST renewed his proposition to in- 
clude in the printing all the documents upon the 
subject, a list of which he furnished. 

Mr. GRANGER rose and moved a division of 
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the question—first, on the motion to lay on the 
table; and then, on the motion to print. 

And the motion to print being deba'able— 

Mr. GRANGER said that he considered this re- 
port, if acted upon and adopted by the House, as 
approaching very nearly, in its consequences, to a 
declaration of war, if the British Goveroment 
Should desire so to consider it. He would take 
occasion to say, as a member of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, that the report did not receive his 
assent, And he felt constrained to detain the 
Hovse for a few moments whilst he assigned, very 
briefly, his reasons for this conclusion. 

What (continued Mr. G.) was the position of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs when they en- 
tered upon the consideration of this question? My 
colleague (Mr. Fritmore] had cailed upon the 
State Department for the correspondence which had 
taken place in relation to the demand fer the libe- 
ration of McLeod. That matter, and that alone, 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
It is not my purpose to censure the conduct of this 
Administration; for, so far as my judgment can 
now determine, I approve fully the course they 
have taken. That opinion may, upon further re- 
flection, be changed; buat, as at present advised, I 
consider the course of Mr. Forsyth to have been 
such as was due to his high official station and due 
to the character and digmity of this nation. But, 
so considering, and representing a section of coun- 
try deeply interested in this question, and as ready 
to meet its censequences as the people of any other 
section of this Union, I still dissent from the re- 
port. 

What does it embrace? A report upon matters 
referred to the Committee of Foreign Affairs? No; 
nothing, as I have stated, was referred to that com- 
mittee but the correspondence in relation to the de- 
mand for the liberation of McLeod. Does that 
committee act upon a call ot the Executive of this 
nation, made upon this Heuse, to place before the 
country and the world the condition of things be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain? No. 
The Executive, mindfal, as we are bound to believe, 
of the honor et the country, as well as of the cha- 
ractcr of kis own administration, has not thought 
proper to call upon either House of Congress for 
advice in regard to our relations with Great Bri- 
tain. What, then, is the position of that committee? 
Travelling beyond the record, they come forward 
and present (by the votes of a bare majority, [ will 
say, if in order) a reportwhich, to say the jeast of it, 
is not pacific in its character, and which is based 
upon complaints against the Britith Government, 
not one of which has been referred to that com- 
mittee. When, or by whom, have the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs been called on to consider sei- 
zures upon the high seas, or this a'leged right of 
search? which, I agree with the committee, is one 
which this nation is not likely to tolerate in the 
manner in which it is now exercised. When, or 
by whom, were the other matters of controversy 
which that report embraces referred to the Com- 
mitie on Foreign Affairs, that they might make re- 
port upon them? And, if so, what have they re- 
ported? Have they sent here a document setting 
forth the alleged grievances of this country, com- 
plaining of injustice done on the part of Great Bri- 
tain, and calling for the action of this House upon 
those matters? Has the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means came forward to say that 
he is prepared to recommend appropriations to put 
the country in a proper state of defence to meet the 
emergency which such a report as this may create? 
Is your Commit'ee on Military Affairs :eady to re- 
commend the defences which should be provided 
if such a report is to go forth to the world, onder 
the sanction of this House? Has your Committee 
on Naval Affairs sent in requisitions to put your 
ships in commission, that you may be prepared to 
meeton the high seas the power you have before 
metand crippled? No. There has been no such 
recommendation. And the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, without recommending any aciion, without 
even coming to any conclusion, as it seems to me, 
except that Great Britain is the greatest power on 
earth, and we the humblest, bring here a report 
calculated to inflame the whole nation; and to let 
it go forth to the world that we are making an is- 
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sue with Great Britain, which we voluntarily tender 
to her, and which, in my opinion, she has a ight 
to take up en the instant. 

But, Mr. Speaker, there are considerations con- 
nected with the honor and dignity of the State of 
New York, and with the administration of justice 
within her borders, that demand oor attention. Ona 
a former occasion I stated on this floor that the per- 
son whose life was in jeopardy would receive at 
the hands of a jary of New York the same fair and 
impartial trial which would be secured to any citi- 
zen of that State who might be arraigned for a vi- 
olation of its laws; but | mourn now to say that, 
from present indications, there is an excitement on 
the western border of New York, growing out of 
the arrest of this man, and of his liberation for the 
moment, which is already sufficiently great to make 
those who regard the lives and the liberties of the 
people of this country pause before they act By 
this time, I suppose, the grand jury of Niagara 
county has closed its investigation. The current 
rumor through the newspapers of the day ic, that 
McLeod has been indicted. The people of that 
section have been greatly incensed by recent trans- 
actions there. Send forth this paper to the world, 
recommending nothing, and being nothing buta 
detailed account of grievances against the British 
Government, with a few hits at what may be pre- 
sumed to be the arrogance of her course; and no 
man can answer for the consequences upon the life 
of this man. I felt it to be my daty to endeavor to 
postpone this question until the trial should have 
passed. I believed that the power of this country 
could never be exercised with a higher glory to 
itself, than when showing to the world that whilst 
it took the position which its honor demanded, still 
that the humblest individual of this or any other 
country, whose foot was upon our soil, should be 
shielded by the mild, the just, and the impartial 
operation of its laws. I do not think that, withont 
any call from the Executive, without any thing 
having been laid before the Committee en Fo- 
reign Affairs but the papers relating to the libera- 
tion of this man—I say I do not think that the 
honor or dignity of this nation required that we 
should send forth a dec!aration, not only of the prow- 
ess of Great Britain and of our humility, but of our 
readiness to meether at any momen!, when no neces- 
sity exis'ed torsuch a threat;and when the voice of 
this House, speaking potentially to the nation, 
might be considered as a watchword by which 
every man on the Nor-hern frontier was to guide 
himself in hurrying on to execution this suspected 
foreigner. If he should be tried and found guilty, 
let the penalty of the law be exacted; and let the 
people on the frontier of New York, and the people 
throughout the widest ex'remities of this land, be 
prepared to meet the consequences. When those 
consequences shall present themselves, not only 
wiil the State of New York be ready to meet them, 
but I feel sure that a patriotic feeling, which super- 
sedes all local questions and merges all political 
differences, will rally this whole nation to the rescue. 
It will then be time enough to act; but, in the name 
of justice, let us not anticipate that event by in- 
flaming the public mind, and adding to the horrors 
of war tbe consciousness that we have in’erfered 
with the impartial operation of our laws or trifled 
with their supremacy. 

Some conversation took place between Messrs. 
ADAMS, PICKENS, and GRINNELL, which 
resulted in a motion by 

Mr. GRINNELL to amend the motion of Mr. 
Pickens, (which was, that the report be laid on 
the table and printed, as above stated,) so as to lay 
on the table the whole subject; that was to say, the 
report and the motion to print the report, &c. and 
on that motion Mr. G. asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. PICKENS inquired of the Speaker whether 
that motion closed the debate? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Some conversation ensued between various mem- 
bers, when a division of the question was called 


for. 

Mr. BRIGGS suggested to Mr. Gainnect that 
as he (Mr. B.) supposed no one wanted the yeas 
and nays on the motion to lay the report en the 
table, it would cave time to withdraw the call for 
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them, so far as that part of the motion was affected. 

Mr. GRINNELL having assented, 

The question was taken, and the motion to lay 
the report on the table prevailed without a division. 

So the report was laid on the table. 

The question then recurred, and was taken, on 
the second part of the motion of Mr. Grinnett— 
to lay the motion to priat the report on the table— 
and it was decided in the negative—Yeas 77, 
nays 110. 

So the motion to print the report, &c. was not laid 
on the table. 

And the question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Everetr— 

Mr. PICKENS said he had a few remarks to 
make in reply to the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Grancer.] 


That gentleman (continued Mr. P.) has deliver- 
ed a regular set speech, prepared tor the occasion, 
with tones as regular as if they bad issued froma 
bagpipe. He was the very last gentleman here, 
judging from the sentiments he expressed a few 
weeks ago, who, I should have supposed, would 
have found his patriotism and his valor oozing out 
so soon from the palms of his hands. His speech, 
in my opinion, is worthy of attention. His speaks 
as one clothed with authority, and I regret very 
much the course he has thought proper to pursue. 


Mr. Speaker, I will declare to you and to this 
House that, so far from this report being the war 
report, as the gentleman from New York has cha- 
racterize@ it, it is essentially the reverse. To speak 
our sentiments plainly and fearlessly before the 
world—to declare that we know our rights and dare 
maintain them—must, in my judgment, have a ten- 
dency directly the reverse of that which the gentle- 
man seems to anticipate. 


He has spoken of this report in two points of 
view. In the first place he asserts that the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs have travelled out of the 
record. The subject-matter in relation to the “Ca- 
roline” and to the demand for the liberation of 
McLeod, I consider as having been actually and in 
fact referred to that committee. They could not 
separate the two cases so as to present them in an 
intelligible point of view to the country. And does 
he say that that part of the report is beyond the record? 
Other matters have been mentioned as merely as 
incidental, by way of illustrating the interest thrown 
around this question, and with no intention to 
arouse any hostile feeling in this or any other coun- 
try. I deny the imputation, thrown out by the 
gentleman from New York, that the report has ar- 
rayed the strength of Great Britain and proclaimed 
our own weakness, or, as he terms i', our own bu- 
mility before the world. It does no such thing. I 
challenge the gentleman to lay his finger, if he can, 
upon a single sentence which, even by inference, 
proclaims our weakness or imbecility. I thought it 
was proper to present, the precise conditin of 
things to the country; and I will here take occa- 
sion to say that the report was written by myself, 
without consultation with any human being, save 
the committee to whom it was presented. In draw- 
ing it up, I looked over the whole subject matter; I 
looked at the gieat interests involved; I looked at 
the yosition in which you, Mr. Speaker, and this 
House, had’placed the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
before the nation and the world, and I felt it to be 
a duty which I owed to this House and to my coun- 
try to utter freely and without reserve the sentiments 
We entertained. 


The gentleman tells us that the Executive has 
called for no action; that it is due to the Executive 
branch of the Government that this House should 
wait until it hears from that quarter. Sir, I take 
the reverse of that position; I say that we were con- 
stituted, under the Federal Constitution, as a co-or- 
dinate and independent branch of this Government; 
that this House is, in the contemplation of that 
Constitution, the pecaliar guardian of the interests 
and the rights of this Confederacy; and that when 
any subject-matter is legitimately brought before it, 
itis not only our right, bat it is our duty to the Consti- 
tution and to the country to proclaim our sentiments 
upon it. I repel the idea that we are to look to the 
Executive branch of this Government for dictation 
or counsel upon any question that may be supposed 





to involve the interests and the liberties of the peo- 
ple. 

Bat, Mr. Speaker, my principal object in reply. 
ing to the remarks of the gentleman from New 
York is to declare, as I have already done, that 
this, so far from being a war report, is of a pre. 
cisely contrary character. I had hoped that the 
vote might have been taken silently; that the re- 
port might have been laid on the table and printed; 
that there should have been no panic; that no dis. 
cussion should have sprung up; that no excitement 
calculated to arouse the people of this country by 
false appeals to their patriotism and their honor, 
should have been manifested here. But the Com. 
mictee on Foreign Affairs have thought that it was 
proper to present to the people the exact questions 
at issue between us and a great and powerful na- 
tion. We thought—or, at all events, so far as | 
am concerned, I thought, that the people in every 
part of the United Siates, and of every party, had, 
for the last two years, been too much absorbed in 
the political conflicts of the day. I thought it was 
right that the country should understand, in an au- 
thentic form, the points at issue between us and 
Great Briiain, and, under these circumstances, | 
presented this report, acting, as I do on all other 
occasions, under a conscientious sense of my daty. 
Yes—lI was resolved to do my duty, leaving the 
consequences to God. These are the principles 
upon which I have been taught to act. And wher 
I hear from certain quarters appeals to the honor, 
the patriotism, and the valor of the people of this 
Jand—when I hear indirect annunciations made 
that the accredited heads of this Government have 
heretofore neglected their duty and slept on the 
rights of the country—I have a right to expect that 
those gentlemen who make such appeals and such 
annunciations will themselves come forward on 
occasions of importance, and vindicate the senti- 
ments which they have previously uttered. 

As to the allegation that this report will have the 
effect of exciting the people on the border; I say 1 
should rather think its tendency would be the re- 
verse. The pecple there have been greatly excited; 
meetings of an angry, unnecessary, and an un- 
called for character have taken place, and recom- 
mendations were made, I wiil say, of unjustifiable 
meetings in this very case inrelation to McLeod. 
These things have been done, and why? Because 
the prop'e have felt themselves wounded—they 
have been led to believe that this Government was 
neglecting their interests. They are under the be- 
lief, whether right or wrong, that we have too long 
trifled and dallied with their rights and feelings; and 
if we prove to them that this is not true—that this 
Government is disposed to atiend to their interests 
—to avenge their wrongs, and, if necessary, to 
vindicate their rights, they will once more look 
here for that protection which the Constitution has 
pledged to them. Sach a course will prodace quiet, 
will allay excitement, and will produce repose and 
contentment on that extensive frontier; for it will 
satisfy the people that their rights will not suffer in 
the hands of those who hold the reins of Govern- 
ment here. I will not go into any of those delicate 
matters referred to in the report witha view to ex- 
cite any feeling; but I here declare that its sole ob- 
ject was to call public attention to those questions 
—t!o prepare the people for the issues which might 
ultimately present themselves; to hold up to them 
the necessity of going into an enlightened system 
of national defence suited to the exigencies of the 
times—suited to the improvements of the age, not 
only with reference to Great Britain particularly, 
but with reference to our rights and position as a 
free and independent people among the family of 
nations. I think that these things have been too 
long neglected, and it was with a view to call atten- 
tion to them and to the great questions in which the 
people of this Confederacy are so deeply interested 
that this report was made, It was with no view to the 


excitement of a war feeling. Far be it from me. 


The section of the country from which I come is 
directly interested in the preservation of peace, 
and we should be the last people to be urged into an 
unnecessary or an unjustifiable war. I do not be- 
lieve there,is any danger of war, if we do our du- 
ty here, as the guardiars of the public honor and 
the public liberty—if we show to the world we are 
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prepared to assert our rights. But, rely upon it, if 
you take the advice which indirectly has been 
given by the gentleman from New York—if you 
proclaim semi-officially from your seats here that 
these matters are not to be presented in their true 
light to the People, then there will be danger ef a 
conflict: for itis not in the nature of man—it is not 
in the nature of a nation like this, when it sees a 
rival power contending for the ascendency of the 
world, to speak language of submission or the lan- 
guage of avoidance, to say the least of it. A great 
people like this cannot, under such circumstances, 
forbear; and they would be pressed upon every 
point, until at last an appeal to arms and to the 
God of battles became inevitable. 

It is to avoid these consequences—it is for 
the purpose of letting the people know the true 
condition of things and the real state of the issue— 
that this report has been presented. I ask no action 
upon it; I desire to say nothing that can be con- 
strued into an intimation or threat that war is to 
follow. I believe the contrary; and conscientious- 
ly viewing the matter in all its bearings, If present- 
ed this report upon my sole and entire responsibili- 
ty, except, as I have said, so far as I had the aid 
and consultation of a majority of the Committee 
of Foreign Affairs; yes, a bare majority, as the 
gentleman from New York has told. And it is 
with regret and pain that I contempla'e the fact 
that itis only a majority report. I had heped that 
upon the question of our foreign relations there 
were no parties in this country, and that we should 
have met the issue, whatever it may be, asa united 
and free people ought to meet it. 

Mr. ADAMS obtained the floor, but yielded itto 

Mr. GRANGER, who said: If the House will 
listen to my bag-pipe a few moments longer,I shall 
feel exceedingly obliged; and if its music is not so 
loud as that of my friend from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Pickens] it is only because I cannot fill my 
bags with as much wind as he can blow into his. 
Sir, I speak by no authority other than that of a 
Representative of the people of the State of New 
York. My owncourse would have been to suffer 
this report to pass by in silence, leaving to the ho- 
norable gentleman from South Carolina all the ho- 
nor of its authorship; for I have no doubt, and ne- 
ver have had a doubt from the moment when he 
first read it, that every sentence, every word in it 
was hisown. I have,*down to this time, supposed 
that it was as much my right on this floor, and the 
right of any other member, to speak my own opi- 
nions without fear of dictation, as it was the right 
of the gentleman from South Carolina to utter his. 
[ only declare that the opinions I have expressed 
are solely and exclusively my own, without con- 
sultation with any one. I should not have called 
for the reading of the report. I had supposed, un- 
til the gentleman from South Carolina taught me 
better, that the Executive Departments of this na- 
tion conducted the negotiations upon all delicate 
matters between us and foreign Governments, I 
had supposed that at any rate for the last twelve 
years the Executive of the United States had 
claimed some little authority in ail matters connect- 
ed with our foreign relations; and I should have 
supposed that a party which had permitted our ar- 
my to fall into disgrace—which had suffered our 
navy to ran down to a state of even acknowledged 
dilapidation—and which had permitted the whole 
border-country to be left defenceless, would be the 
last upon earth to present such a document as this. 
I trust that the Administration which is about tocome 
into power, though it may not manifest quite so hot 
a courage as breathes through this report, will show 
upon the high seas, upon the border, and, if need 
be, in the tented field, more power to resist the ag- 
gressions of a foreign foe faa the gentleman aad 
If it doesnot, it will 
disappoint the hopes of the pecpie of this country, 
and I, for one, want none of it. Let preparation 
be made. Let the unfortunate man now in con- 
finement be tried according to the laws of the State 
of New York, unbi by the action of this 
House, and let. the nation calmly await the issue. 
The gentleman says that my courage has sud- 
denly “oozed out from the of my hands.” 
I acknowledge that life has for me many charms: 
probably no man clings to it with greater tenacity 
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than I do, or is more closely bound by all the en- 
joyments of the present life and responsibilities of 
the future. I never speak of my courage, nor pro- 
fess to have been “born insensible to fear.” All I 
have to say is, that when the laws of my own 
State and of the nation shall have been executed, 
and consequences are to be met, all differences of 
opinion between the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina and myself upon this and all other questions 
will be buried in our leve of country, and we will 
be found, shoulder to shoulder, battling in the com- 
mon cause, 

Mr. ADAMS addressed the House at considera- 
ble length. He expressed himself desirous, for the 
sake of the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
PickENs,] who had declared himself to be the sole 
author o! this report, that the gentleman should 
have an opportunity of examining it coolly and 
impartially, with reference to the opinions not of 
one party alone, but of both parties. 

Mr. PICKENS was here understood to disavow 
all party considerations in the matter. 

Mr. ADAMS disclaimed any intention to cast 
censure on the gentleman. All he wished was, 
that the report might be recommitted, in order that 
the gentlemen might see whether both parties in the 
Committee of Foreign Affairs could not come here 
with a report receiving their unanimous sanction, or, 
at all events, with a report not sanctioned by aclose 
party vole, as this had been. If this was not done, 
it would, in the eye of the country, of the world, 
and of posterity, appear to be the policy of a de- 
feated enemy in war abandoning a tenement and 
setting fire to it upon their retreat. 

After alludiog to the criticisms of Mr. Pickens 
on the party views here in reference to the contro- 
versy with Great Britain, and to the general una- 
nimity of opinion which he (Mr. A.) contended 
had prevailed here on that subject, (with one or 
two exceptions, which he enumerated,) Mr. A. al- 
luded to the ground taken that this was a concilia- 
tory report. The people, Mr. A. thought, would 
form avery different estimate of it. What was 
the dissertation on the ambition and the grasping 
spirit of Great Britain? Were such charges gene- 
rally received by nations as being of a friendly 
character? Suppose the charges to be true, was it 
conciliatory or courieous to array them here? It 
was something of the courtesy and conciliation 
which Captain Fluellen (in one of the plays of the 
great dramatist) showed to Ancient Pistol, when he 
said to him, ‘Got pless you, Ancient Pistol, you 
scurvy, lousy knave, Got pless you.” He wished, 
therefore, that the report should be recommitted, 
and that all those parts which related to the geoeral 
policy of Great Britain, and to her ambitious cha- 
racter and power, might be left out. And, as to 
the question of right or wrong, which, after all, 
was to be the basis of our coniroversy with Great 
Britain, if we were to press it to a war, he wished 
a report on the subject itself, based on the corre- 
spondence here, that we might see whether, under 
the laws of nations, we could maintain the position 
we had assumed in regard to the Caroline. And 
this point Mr. A. argued with much force, urging 
upon the House not to put itself in the wrong by 
any undue act of its own. If we were te go to 
war with "Great Britain, it should be as a united 
people. He believed that a war would be one of 
the greatest misfortunes that could befall the coun- 
try; and he confessed that it was with no small de- 
gree of anxiety that he entertained fears that it 
would come to that inevitable result. He looked to 
it with apprehension and pain, but not without con- 
fidence that, if we went into a war, weshould come 
out with glory and honor, as we had already come 
out of two wars. 

Mr. EVERETT followed at great length, and 
general points of his argument were as fol- 
ows: 

He felt an embarrassment, he said, in speaking 
on this subject, owing to the fact that it was being 
debated with open doors; and he had said many 
things in Committee which he could not say here, 
but which he would say if the doors were closed. 
What was the position of the House? One Ad- 
ministration was about to go out of power, and 
another to come in—and the one going out (in 20 
days) was taking measures to. compromit the one 





coming in—and to prescribe the course it should 
follow, or at least to embarrass it. If he knew 
himself, he had never viewed this as a party ques- 
tion: it was one which iavclved all parties. His 
own opinion was, that no action on the part of this 
House was necessary, this correspondence having 
been communicated in answer toa call made by 
one of its members. It was the peculiar duty of 
the Executive to condact these matters, and it was 
not for this Hoase to interfere unless there was 
some remissness on the part of the Executive. 

He was desirous that the report should be re- 
committed, and that the committee should make a 
specific report on the subject matter which had been 
referred to it. 

Mr. E. then asked what was the state of the 
question as it now stood, and what were the grounds 
taken by the British Government, &c. and preceed- 
ed to read the following statement of facts as ga- 
thered from the official documents: 

The facts material tothe subject submitted to 
the committe are, that,cn the night of the 29th 
December, 1837, a detachment of the British forces 
stationed at Chippewa, in the Province ot Upper 
Canada, crossed the Niagara to Schlosser, in the 
State of New York, and there macea hostile at- 
tack on the steamboat Caroline, the property of an 
American citizen, kil'ed and wounded a number of 
American citizens, cap‘ured the boat, towed her in- 
to the current, set her on fire, and sent her in flames 
over the falls. 

On the 5th January, 1838, the Secretary of State 
communicated to Mr, Fox, the British Minister, a 
copy of the evidence furnished to the Deparument 
of this “extraordinary outrage, commitied from her 
Britannic Majesty’s Province of Upper Canada on tte 
persons and property of citizeus of the United 
States, within the jurisdiction of the State of New 
York; and stating that ‘it would necessarily form 
the subject of a demand for redress upon her Ma- 
jesty’s Government.” 

On the 6-h February, Mr. Fox communicated to 
the Secretary of State a despatch from Sir Francis 
Head, Lieutenant Governor of Upper, Canada, con- 
taining the distinct avowals, that the Caroline was 
destroyed by order of Colonel McNabb, command- 
ing the militia in her Majesty's service, and that 
he (Sir Francis) approved the act. 

On the 22d May Mr. Stephenson presented the 
subject to the consideration of her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment. After referring to those avowals, ke 
said that, “under such circumstances, it was not to 
have been expected that the whole proceeding could 
be regarded by the Government of the United 
States in any other light than as a manifestact ef 
hostile and daring aggression upon ils rights and sove- 
reignty, utterly inconsistent with all the principles 
of national law, and wholely irreconcilable with the 
wholly and peaceful relations of the two countries:’ 
that “*The case, then, is one of open, undisguised, and 
unwarrantable hostility” He concludes by ex- 
pressing the confident expectation of the Presi- 
dent of the United States that the whole proceed- 
ing will not only be disavowed and disapproved, 
but that such redress as the nature of the case ob- 
viourly requiges will be promptly made.” To this 
our Government waits the final answer of the Bri- 
tish Government. 

On the 13th November last, Alexander McLeod 
a British subject, was arrested and imprisoned by 
the authorities of the Stateof New York, on a 
charge of arsoa and murder, as having been en- 
gaged in the capture and desiruction of the Caro- 
line. 

On the 12th December, the British Minister 
made a demand on the President for the release of 
McLeod, on the ground that the destruction of the 
Caroline was a public act of persons in her Majesty's 
service, obeying the orders of their superisr authorities, 
and that the act, according to the usages of nations, 
can only be the subject of discussion between the 
two national Governments. 


To this demand the Secretary of State has re- 
plied that the President has no power under the 
Constitution and Jaws of the Union to inte 
between McLeod and the constituted authoriiies of 
the State of New York—and that ‘ the President is 
not aware of any principle of international law, or 
indeed of reason or justice, which entitles such 
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offenders to impunity before the legal tribunals, 
when coming voluntarily within their independent 
and undoubiec jurisdiction, because they acted in 
obedience to their superior authorities, or because 
their acts have become the subject of diplomatic 
discussion between the two Governments.” And 
that, “if the destruction of the Caroline was a pub- 
lic act of persons in her Majesty’s service, obeying 
the orders of their superior authorities, this fact 
has not been before communicated to the Govern- 
ment of the United States by a person authorized to 
make the admission; and it will be for the court 
which has cognizance of the offence with which 
Mr. McLeod is charged, to decide on its validity 
when legally established before it.” 

The British Minister, expressing his. regret 
at the decision, has referred the subject to his 
Government. 

From these premises, Mr. E. after expressly 
disclaiming any intention te say who was right or 
who was wrong, and arguing as to what might be 
the course of the British Government, drew the 
conclusion that the diplomatic discussion on the 
subject was not closed, inasmuch as Mr. Fox had 
referred himself to kis Government for instructions; 
that as yet, therefore, no definite issue had been 
made up, and that it would be time enough to act 
when the British Minister had received the reply 
of his Government. 

Mr. E. deprecated the excitement which had 
been manifested on the border, declaring that it 
ought to receive no countenance from any one. He 
regarded any action on the part of this House as 
improper, so long as negotiations were pending; 
and hoped that the report would be recommitted to 
the committee with instructions to report something 
of the following character: 

“Ii appearing that the reciprocal complain's re- 
ferred to in the correspondence submitted on the 
subjecis of diplomatic discussion between the Go- 
vernmenis of the two countries, the committee hav- 
ing entire confidence that the rights and honor of 
the United States will be sustained by the Execu- 
tive, and enteriaining the bupe that the controversy 
will be brought to a satisfactory termination, are of 
the opinion that no action of this House is, at this 
time, necessary. They, therefore, ask to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the sub- 
ect,” 

Mr. FILLMORE rose and said, that, in tthe 
course of the debate, he had been anticipated by 
other gentlemen in much that he intended to say. 

The question was of as much, if not more, im- 
portance to his section of country than te any 
other; and he desired to express his opinions in re- 
lation to the vote he had just given in favor of the 
motion to lay on the table, coupled with a motion 
to print. 

I may (continued Mr. F.) have mistaken the pur- 
port of this report; I have only heard it read once 
at the Cierk’s table, and I have had no opportunity 
to examine its contents. The gentleman from 
South Carolina says it is conciliatory; that it will 
add nothing to the exasperated feeling already ex- 
isting on the frontier. I believe that he thinks his 
report will have that effect; but I much fear, from 
what other gentlemen of the committee say, that 
he is mistaken. I voted in favor of laying the 
motion to prist on the table because I thought the 
effect would not be such as the gentleman antici- 
pated, and I wanted the report laid on the table that 
I might have time to look iato it, and see if my 
original impressions should be confirmed. If, upon 
examination, I had found that it was not calculated 
to produce the results I apprehended, no man would 
vote for its printing moore freely than I would. The 
House, however, has refused to lay the motion to 
print on the table, and has thought proper to decide 
hat the report shall be published. 

Having, asI have stated, only heard the report 
once read, and jucging from what others say cf it, 
I concur in the opinion of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] that the subject should be 
recommiited to the Committee oa Foreign Affairs. 
I had hoped from the committee a calm, deliberate, 
and dignified report in the case of the burning of 
the “Caroline” and the arrest of McLeod; that it 
would have been limited to that matter alone, (in- 
stead of embracing, as it apparently does, all our 
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subjects of controversy with Great Britain,) and 
that it would have set the country right with re- 
ference to the facts in that case. I may be mista- 
ken as regards some of those facts; and upon a 
careful examination of the testimony, subsequent 
to the time when I last submitied a few remarks on 
this case, I observe I was mistaken in some of the 
facts connected with that transaction. As I was 
not present on the occasion, all the knowledge I 
have I derive from the newspapers and from public 
documents, as others may, and probably do. But 
upon this qaestion, which, as I have said, is one of 
vital importaxce to that partof the country where 
I reside, we must recollect, in the first place, that 
there is a jadicial question depending. And I was 
in hopes that in this report, exciting and inflamma- 
tory inits character as I now think it is, nothing 
would have been ‘said, and that so far as 
this House was concerned, nothing would 
have been done, calculated to increase the ex- 
excitement which already exists. 1 confess I have 
heard with regret and shame the reports from that 
part of the country in regard to the treatment of 
this individual, who is so soon to be put upon his 
trial for murder. I cannot for any consideration 
countenance for a moment the idea that the laws of 
this country are to be basely trampled on by any 
authority whatsoever. I cannot countenance the 
idea that the judiciary of the country shall for a 
moment be overawed, directed, or controlled, by 
any other authority than that of the laws them- 
selves. And, whilst I say this, I am also anwilling 
tu countenance any thing there, or to do any thing 
here, which may tend to such results. I hope that 
we may have bcen misinformed as to the nature 
of the proceedings there; I am unwilling to believe 
that, in a community of citizens such as that, and 
with many of whom I am well acquainted, and 
who are highly respec'able and intelligent, such 
things have occurred. I say, | hope we have been 
misinformed; I trust we have. I have seen differen 
statements of those transactions, and some of 
them have been of an exculpatory character, But 
one thing, at all events, should be borne in mind 
by all whose duty requires thei to act on this sub- 
ject here. There is a great state of excitement on 
that frontier, which might by possidility lead to an 
outbreak. My objection to the printing of the re- 
port was, that it was ca'culated to inflame the pub- 
lic mind; and I was governed in that vote by three 
reasons. In the first place, I did not wish that any 
thing should be done here which might have a ten- 
dency to do injustice to the individual who is soon 
to be tried by the laws of the State of New York. I 
desire that the nw should have its free action; chat 
no excitement should be raised against McLeod 
which might prevent a fair and impartial trial. In 
the second place, I do not desire that any action on 
the part of this House should compromise or con- 
trol the Executive of this nation in the negotiations 
now pending between the Government of the United 
States and the Government of Great Britain. I 
have all confidence in the incoming Administration. 
If this controversy can be amicably and honorably 
settled between the two Governments, I desire that 
itshould. But there is a third and very strong rea- 
son in my mind against any thing being done to 
exasperate the public mind on the subject of war 
with Great Britain. It is this: for three or four 
years I have used all the exertions in my power to 
induce this Administration, which is responsible to 
the country, to provide some means of defence on 
our Northern frontier. Batall my efforts were in 
vain. And yet the gentleman from South Carolina 
[Mr. Pickens] now tells us that the course to be 
pursued to avoid a war with Great Britain is, to 
stand up to her—to threaten her—to take a high 
stand; and that, he says, will averta war. I may 
have been mistaken in the meaning. I know that 
those were not his words. ButI wou!d submit to 
him that the best way to avoid a war with Great 
Britain, is to show that we are prepared to mee 
her, if there is to be war; because reasonable pre- 
parations for defence are better than gasconading. 
Mr. Fittmore then alluded to the defenceless 
condition of the Northern frontier. He- desired, 
and believed the whole country desired, that we 
should yield nothing to the demands of Great Bri- 
tain, to which she was not fairly entitled, But, at 





the same time, he regarded t as rather the act of a 
madman to precipitate the country into war before 
he was prepared for it, than the act of a states. 
man. In his section of country, the people would 
yield nothing to Great Britain, to which she was 
not justly entitled; or they would yield it only with 
the last drop of their blood. But he did not wish 
prematurely to be drawn into war; he did not wish 
to invite Great Britain to invade our defenceless 
coast. The true plan was to prepare for war if 
we had yet to come to it, but to do nothing in the 
way of bragging. If it did come, gentlemen would 
not find his (Mr. F’s) people shrinking from their 
just share of responsibility. All they had—their pro- 
perty, their lives, every thing—they were willing to 
devote, if need be, to the service and honor of their 
country. But, was it not the part of wisdom and 
prudence, before we made a declaration of war, to 
prepare for it? This was all he desired; and if 
this report was calculated to stir up a war feeling, 
without corresponding preparation being made to 
meet the consequences, he, for one, was opposed to 
it. Hedid not not wish the country to be dis- 
graced by defeat. When she must go to war, he 
desired to see her prepared for it; he desired to see 
her placed in a situation which would enable her 
to bid defiance to the power of any Government on 
earth. 

Mr. F. then alluded to the fortificaticn bill re. 
ported from the Committee of Ways and Means 
the other day by its chairman, (Mr. Jonges.] That 
bill contained appropriations to the amount of near- 
ly half a million of dollars, (though that, he be- 
lieved, was oaly about half of the amount usually 
appropriated for such purposer;) and yet there was 
not a solitary fortification on the Northern frontier 
to which any part of that money was to be applied. 
Was this the way in which we should prerare 
for war? Did the gentleman from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Pickens] who presented the report, desire to 
declare war agaiast England before the mew Ad- 
ministration came into power? If so, he (Mr. F.) 
would oppose it. He was for war, if necessary, 
but not before we were prepared for it. He wished, 
therefore, that the gentleman from South Carolina 
would permit the report to be recommitted to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and that that com- 
mittee might be instructed to confine themselves to 
the subject originally referred to them, and to that 
alone. For his own part, he trusted and he be- 
lieved that the right of this matter was with the 
American people; and it ought at all hazards to be 
maintained. But he was unwilliog at the close of 
a session, and when the present Administration had 
but something like two weeks to remain in power, 
to precipitate the nation into war without any pre- 
paration on our part to meetit, And it was for 
this reason mainly that he objected to the report. 
But, as he said before, he might be mistaken in its 
contents. He hoped he was; for he was atall 
times prepared to go with him who went furthest in 
maintaining the honor of the nation and punishing 
insult or aggression. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved the previous ques- 
tion; it was seconded, and the main question was 
ordered. 

The main question was, first, on Mr. Evererr’s 
proposition to add to the priating of the report all 
the documents heretofore preseated to Congress on 
the subject. This question was decided by yeas 
and nays, and passed in the negative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- 
drews, Baker, Barnard, Bell, Boardman, Briggs, 
Cathoun, John Campbell, Casey, Crabb, Curtis, 
Cushing, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Dennis, Dicker- 
son, Dellet, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, 
Gates, Granger, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, 
Hall, Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, Hunt, James, 
Charles Johnston, Kempshall, King, Lane, Lin- 
coln, McCarty, Marvin, Monroe, Morgan, Mor- 
row, Naylor, Osborne, Palen, Parmenter, Peck, 
Pope, Proffit, Randall, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, 
Edward Rogers, Russell, Simonton, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Swart, Taliaferro, Waddy Thomp- 
son, John B. Thompson, gm youn Toland, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Warren, Edward 
D. White, John White, Thomas W. Williams, 
Lewis Williams, and Winthrop—73. 

NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Anderson, Ather- 
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ton, Banks, Beatiy, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, | 
Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, 
Burke, Sam’! H. Butler, Carr, Carroll, Chapman, 
Chittenden, Clifford, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, 
William R. Cooper, Cranston, Crary, Davee, Ed- 


ward Davies, John Davis, John W. Davis, Daw- | 


son, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, East- 
man, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Fornauce, Gal- 
braitb, Gerry, Graham, Griffin, Hand, John Hast- 
ings, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, Joseph Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, 
Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, 
McKay, Meredith Mallory, Mason, Medill, Miller, 
Montanya, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, 
Parish, Petrikin, Pickens, Rives, James Rogers, 
Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, 
Strong, Sumter, Philip F. Thomas, Turney, Van- 
derpoel, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Weller, 
Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, Jo- 
seph L. Williams, C. H. Williams, and Worthing- 
ton—100. 


And so the House refused to print the papers re- 
lating to the subject. 

The question then recurred on printing the report 
of the committee. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST said at this stage he would 
make a motion that had precedence of the previous 
question. He moved to !ay the motion to print on 
the table. He did so that there might be an oppor- 
tunity, before the report was ordered to be printed, 
to alter some particular expressions and one or two 
statements, which, with deference to the gentleman 
from South Carolina, he would, if his motion pre- 
vailed, point out for his consideration. If the alte- 
rations were made, he should have no objection to 
the printing. 

The SPEAKER said the previous question had 
been ordered on the whole, and it wastoo late, after 
one part of the question had been taken, to move 
to lay on the table. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST said he differed from the 
Chair, as this was not a divided question, but a 
separate question on each motion. However, he 
would not trouble the House with an appeal. 

The question was then put by yeas and nays, 
and carried—yeas 103, nays 63, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Jadson Allen, Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, 
Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, 
Burke, Sampson H. Butler, John Campbell, Carr, 
Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Connor, Mark 
A. Cooper, Wm. R. Cooper, Crabb, Davee, John 
Davis, Joha W. Davis, Dickerson, Dellett, Doan, 
Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, 
Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, 
Griffio, Hand, John Hastings, Hopkias, Hub- 
bard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, 
Kemble, Kille, Lane, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Low- 
ell, Lucas, McClellan, McCiure, McCulloch, Mc- 
Kay, Meredith Mallory, Medill, Miller, Montanya, 
S. W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Rives, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, 
Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thos. 
Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Philip F. 
Thomas, Turney, Vanderpoe), Vroom, David D. 
Wagener, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 
Henry Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Wor- 
thington —103. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, An- 
drews, Baker, Barnard, Bell, Boardman, Briggs, 
Calhoun, Chittenden, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, 
Edward Davies, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Deberry 
Dennis, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Gates, Graham, 
Granger, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, 
Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, Hunt, Chas. Johnsion, 
Kempshall, King, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, 
Mason, Morgan, Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, Peck, 
Proffit, Randall, Rariden, Reed, Russell, Simonton, 
Trouman Smith, Stanly, Swart, Taliaferro, Waddy 
negates John B. Thompson, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Triplett, Trambull, Underwood, Warren, 
award D. White, John Whie, Thomas sW. Wil 

wis Williams, Christo + Williams 
and Winthrop—68. ; 
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So the report was ordered to be printed, and then 


on motion 
The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Monpay, February 15, 1841. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said, he had received a me- | 


morial from Parkesburg, in the State of Pennsylva- 
nia, Which he would now take leave to present. 
It was signed by a number of respectable citizens 
of Pennsylvania, and stated, in strong terms, the 
defenceless condition of our maritime cities on the 


seaboard, and the impending danger of a foreign | 


war; and urged Congress to make appropriations 
for the armament of our fortifications, the building 
of floating batteries for the defence of our harbors, 


and the construction of twenty of the first class of | 


steam frigates;and as many more smaller steam 
vessels. 

The memorial was ordered to be printed, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial of a number 
of captains, pilots, and engineers, of the city of 
Pittsburg, remonstrating against the passage of 
any law by Congress, compelling the use of Raub’s 
safety valves; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial of ci- | 


tizens of Oaerda county, remonstrating against the 


passage of any bankrupt law retroactive in its pro- | 


visions; which was laid on the table, and crdered 
to be printed. 

Mr. W. also presented the memorial of James A. 
Macdonald, praying for an increase of pension; 
and, also, a memorial of a large number of citizens 


of the county of Saratoga, uniting in the prayer of | 
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hundred citizens of St. Louis, praying a repeal of 
the naturalization laws; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. L. also presented the petition of Welcome 
A. Robbins and Thaddeus Robbins; which was 
referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented a joiat resolution of 
the Legislature of Lousiana, in favor of placing 


| buoys at the several passes of the Mississippi r- 


———— 


the petitioner; which were referred to the Commilice | 


on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. LINN said at the last and present sessions of | 


Congress,memorials had been presented from persons 
who termed themselves Mormons cr Latter Day 
Saints, complaining of the State of Missouri, and ex- 
tracts from these memorials had been published and 
widely circulated, which were calculated to injure the 
character of ihe Siate which he had the honor in part 
to represent, in the minds of those who were not 
acquainted with the facts. He held in his hand a 
transcript of all the legal proceedings which had 
been had in this case, and in order that the Senate 
and the country might be acquainted with the facts, 
he would present them to the Senate, aad move 
for their printing. The document was accordingly 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PORTER presented resolutions passed by 


the Legis!ature of Michigan respecting the boundary | 


line between that State and the Territory of Wis- 
konsan; which were laid on the table and ordered 
to be printed. : 

Mr. P. also presented the memorial of the Le- 
gislative Assembly of Wiskonsan, praying that 
the right of pre-emption may be extended to settlers 
on the lands reserved for the Rock river and 
Milwaukie cana!; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. P. a!so presented a memorial of the same 
body, asking authority to dispose of the sixteenth 
sections, for the purpose of creating a school fund; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Pablic 
Lands. 

Mr. P. also presented the memorial of the same 
body, praying that the right of pre-emption may be 
extended to setilers on the mineral lands; which 
was referred te the Commitiee on the Public Lands, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON presented the memorial of, 


the Presbytery of Buffalo, praying that the treaty 
with the Seneca Indians may not be carried into ef- 
fect; which was referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. 

_ Mr. STURGEON presented two memorials, 
signed by eight or nine hundred citizens of Phila- 
delphia, praying an appropriation for the erection 
of anew custom house in Philadelphia; which, as 
the subject had been reported upon, were laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Eleazer 
McCoy; which was referred to the Committe on 
Pensions. 


Mr. L. also presented a memorial of several 
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ver; which was referred to the Commitiee on Com- 
merce and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. N. also presented the memorial of the Mexi- 
can Gulf Railway Company, praying the right of 
way through the public lands; which was referred 
te the Committee on Pablic Lands. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the memorial of Jere- 
miah Bartlett; which was referred to the Commil- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. KUNG, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of Catharine E. Clitherall; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Claims, 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, the papers 
in the case of Ezekiel Jones were permitted to be 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate. 

Oa motion by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the pa- 
pers in the case of Abel Peonington were permit- 

ed to be withdrawn from the files of the Senate. 

The bill from the House to amend an act enti- 
tled **An act to author.ze the State of Tennessee 
to issue grants and perfect titles to certain lands 
therein described, and to settle the claims to the 
vacant and unappropriated lands within the same,” 
passed the 18.h day of April, 1806, was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 

The bill from the Houseto continue in force the 
act for the payment of horses and other property 
lost in the military service of the United Svates, 
was read a first and second time, end mferred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, to whom the subject had been 
referred, reported a bill to confirm to that Sate the 
lands selected by her, in lica of the lands covered 
by reservation in the treaties of 1837 and 1839 
with the Miami Indians. The bill was ordered to 


| asecond reading; and the report and accompany- 


ing decuments, on his motion, were ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Dis‘rict of Columbia, io which was referred the 
bill for the incorporation of the Washington City 


| Benevolent Society, reported the same without 


amendment. 


Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which a memorial on the subject was 
referred, reported a bill for the relief of General 
Isaac Wellbora, of Alabama; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from the 
corporate authorities of the city of Baltimore, pray- 
ing an appropriation for the erection of a tortress 
on Sollers’s Point Flats; to which Mr. M. called 
the particular atieation of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which he moved its reference. 

Mr. LINN said nearly every barbor in the coun- 
try was in a similar position with that of Balti- 
more; and he thought it would be betier to amend 
the motion of the Senator from Maryland, by re- 
ferring, in connection with his memorial, the whole 
subject of our fortifications and defences to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. Not only our sea- 
coast, but our whole Western frontier, 2nd whole 
line of lakes, were completely defenceless. We 
have been for days and weeks discussing the pro- 
priety of giving away five millions of our revenue, 
when fifiy millions could be profitably, and he would 
say economically, spent on our navy and fortifica- 
tions. 

After some remarks from Mr. MERRICK, 

Mr. PRESTON said that an early period they 
would have to address themselves to a full conside-. 
ration of the entire subject of our national defences, 
and to incur some expense thereon; and they would 
have to come to the subject with more liberality 
than they had hitherto done. The whole system of 
naval warfare, and of coast defence, must undergo 
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a radical! revolution, the details of which would 
afford maiter for serious consideration. It was 
matter ef notoriety, that gigantic strides had been 
taken by England and the European powers in 
progressive improvemen's, both of tbe land and 
naval mode of warfare. Sveam vessels had been 
increased, steam batteries had been introduced, 


and the science of throwing shells horizontally had ; 


been brought to great perfection, and therefore it 
became necessary that Congress should direct ils 
aitention to the subject that pace might be kept 
with foreign powers. Im consequence of the ad- 
vance made by tbe French and Russian Govern- 
ments, British officers and British statesmen were 
engaged in newspaper and pamphlet discussions on 
this important subject, and propositions had al- 
ready been made to the British Gvuvernment to 
effect a profound change in the English system; 
and as in England great results were expecied to be 
produced, it was the daty of statesmen here to mark 
those resuits, and to profit by them. He suggested 
the appointment of a special committee to take 
charge of the matter, for it was with him a question 
to what existing committee it could with propriety 
be referred, or to what department it belonge?. The 
sys'ein to which resort must be had would be an 
entire new onc, including both naval and military 
operations, but belonging exclusively to neither of 
those departments; and therefore, he should prefer 
the appoiotment of a new commitiee, charged with 
the special duty of investigating and reporting on 
this weighty matter, as well as on the general con- 
dition of the old system. 

Afier some other observations, the memorial was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred the bill making appropri- 
ations for the payment of Revolutionary and other 
pensioners, reported the same without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. W. said as prompt action on the bill was of 
much importance, he would ask the conscnt of the 
Senate to take it up and dispose of it at the present 
time; which being agreed to, the bill was considered 
as in committee of the whole. 

This bill was deba’ed at some length by Messrs 
SEVIER, LINN, PRESTON, PIERCE, BEN.- 
TON, BUCHANAN, FULTON, CALHOUN, 
ANDERSON, and others, principally on a motion 
by Mr. SEVIER to strike out an appropriation of 
$100,000 for the settlement and transportation of 
the Seminoles, and thereby to effect a termination 
of the Florida war. Mr. SEVIER condemned this 
mode of purchasing peace with a handful of savages 
as impolitic, and as a temptation offered to the other 
Indian tribes to engage in a murderous and harass- 
ing war, for the purpose of procuring largesses 
from the Government. Ultimately, the ayes and 
noes were taken on the questi: n of striking oui; and 
they resulted as follows: ayes 6, noes 36. 

Besides_the cash appropriation of $5,000 each to 
two chiefs, and $30 to each warrior, to be paid out 
of the above mentioned sum of $100,000, on their 
surrepdeting for transportation, they were likewise 
to be furnished with a blanket and a gun on their 
arrival west of the Mississippi. 

Mr. SEVIER suggested an amendment, so as to 
seeure their transportation west of the State cf 
Arkansas before they were furnished with fire 
arms; but ultimately it was so amended, in accord- 
ance with the spirit and intention of the entire pro- 
ceeding, as to limit the delivery to the Indians of 
these articles on their ariival at their new home. 

The amendments of the committce were concur- 
red in by the Senate; and, 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the bill was read 
a third t'me, and passed. 

Toe Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, February 15, 1841. 

The SPEAKER stated the first business in order 
to be the bill reported from the Committee on the 
Public Lynds on the 6th of January, to amend an 
act entitied ‘ An act to authorize the State of Ten- 
nessee to issue grants and perfect titles to ceriain 
lands therein described, and to settle the claims to 
the vacant and unappropriated lands with the same, 
passed the 18th day of April, 1806.” 
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| The motion of Mr. Tuaney was pending to sus- 
pend the rales for the purpose of taking the’ ques- 
tion on the paSsage of the bill. 
The yeas and nays were then taken on the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules, and decided in the af- 
| firmative—yeas 94, nays 34 
| So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. JAMESON moved the previous question; 
which was seconded. 

And onthe question, ‘Shall the main question 
be now put?” it was decided in the affirmative— 
ayes 113, noes 51. 

The question now being on the main question, 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS thereupon called for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 
136, nays 45, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. John W. Alien, Anderson, 
Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, 
Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, 
Albert G. Browa, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, 
William B. Campbell, Carr, Casey, Chapman, 
Clifford, William R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Cran- 
ston, Crary, Crockett, Cross, Cushing, Joho Da- 
vis, John Ww. Davis, Garrett Davis, Doan, Doig, 
Dromgoole, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Everet!, Fine, 
Fisher, Fioyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gentry, 
Gerry, Giddings, Green, Hall, Hammend, Hand, 
Jeha Hastings, Henry, Hillen, Hubbard, Hunt, 
Jackson, James, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Na- 
thaniel Jones, Kemble, Kille, Lane, Leadbetter, 
Leet, Leonard, Lincoln, Lowell, Lucas, McCarty, 
McClellan, McCulloch, Meredith Mallory, Mar- 


_ vin, Mason, Medill, Miller, Monroe, Montanya, 


Moore, Calvary Morris, Morrow, Naylor, New- 
hard, Nisbet, Osborne, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, Proffi', 
Rariden,Reyno'ds, Rhett, Ridgway, Edward Ro- 
gers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Simonton, 
Slade, Albert Smith, John Smith, Truman Smith, 
Taomas Swith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, 
Stuart, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Philip F. 
Thomas, John B. Thompson, Toland, Triplett, 
Tumey, Vanderpoel, Vroom, Warren, Watterson, 
Weller, Edward D. White, John White, Wick, 
Jared W. Williams, Thomas W. Williams, Hen. 
ry4Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. 
Williams, Winthrop, and Wise—136. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Baker, Boardman, 
Briggs, Brockway, Bynum, Chittenden, Connor, 
Mark A. Cooper, Edward Davies, Dawson, De- 
berry, Dennis, Doe, Edwards, Gates, Goggin, 
Graham, Griffin, Habersham, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Hill of North Carolina, Charles Johnston, Jo- 


_ seph Johnson, William Cost Johnson, John W. 
| Jones, Keim, Kempshall, 


King, McClure, Mc- 
Kay, Montgomery, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, 
Palen, Reed, Shepard, Stanly, Taliaferro, Tilling- 
hast, Underwood, Lewis Williams, and Wor- 


| thington—45. 


So the bill was passed. 
Mr.- JONES of Virginia moved that the House 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 


| stateof the Union, and take up the 
CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIA- 


TION BILL. 
On the question being taken to suspend the rules 
for that purpose, it was decided in the affirmative— 


yeas 140, nays 33. 


So the Hoase resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Brett in 
the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the civil and diplo- 


matic expenses of the Government for the year 
| 1841. 


Mr. EVANS offered the following amendment, 


| to come in afver the 15ih line: 


‘‘And the accounting officers ar> directed, in the 
settlement of the accounts of the contingent ex- 
penses of the Senate and House of Representatives, 


| to credit the payment made io pursuance of the re- 


solutions of the Senate of the 18-h July, 1840, and 
the resolution of the House of Representatives of 


| the 2isi July, 1840.” 


Which amendment (after some conversation) 


| was agreed to. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST offered the following 
| amendment: 

‘And nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to authorize or sanction any contract for stationery 


or other articles for the use of the next Congress by 
any officer of the present Congress, to an amount 
exceeding, in the whole, $2,000.” 

After a few remarks from Messrs. TILLING. 
HAST and LINCOLN, theamendment was agreed 


to. 

Mr. ANDREWS moved t» strike out the fol. 
lowing: 

“For salary of the Secretary to sign patents for 
public lands, per act of March second, eighteen 
ae and thirty three, fifteen hundred dol- 

ars.”’ 

Mr. JONES of Virginia hoped the gentleman 
would not persist in his motion. It would be re. 
collected thatthe very large number of patents, 
generally from seventy to eighty thousand a year, 
rendered it absolutely necessary that the duty 
should be preferred by a Secretary. Every gentle. 
man must know that the time of the President was 
occupied so much in more important business, that 
it would be impessible for him to attend to this la- 
borious duty. 

Mr. LINCOLN asked leave to call the atten- 
tion of the commitiee to a few important facts. 
Mr. L. then proceeded to state that the law re- 
lating to the issuing of land patents had not been 
complied with; and that there ha! not been, since 
1836, a patent issued which was valid. The law 
required that the name of the President of the 
United States should be affixed to each patent, but 
the Secretary, instead of writing the name of the 
President, as his attorney, had, contrary to law, 
signed his own name. He, Mr. L. admitted that 
the duty was now too laborious for the President 
to attend personally, and would oppose the motion 
to strike out. But it was the intention of the law 
that the Secretary should do what an attorney did, 
viz: not sign his own name, but the name of the 
principal under whom, and for whom, he was 
acting. 

Mr. L. also adverted to a similar non-compliance 
with the statute by the Commissioner of the Land 
Office, so that he was fully convinced that not.one 
of the patents granted for the last four years would 
stand the test of judicial scrutiny. In consideration 
of these facts, he gave notice that at the first oppor- 
tunity he would introduce a bill for giving legal 
sanction to these patents. 

Mr. L. then alluded to a controversy now pend- 
ing between the Commicsioner and Recorder of the 
General Land Office. He did not know that those 
gentlemen, although so close together, were on 
speaking terms, from the lengthy corresponderce 
which had taken place between them, and which 
had been presented to the Commitiee.on Public 
Lands. He (Mr. L.) was sure that if the time con- 
sumed in this correspondence between persons in 
the same building, had been devoted to the patents, 
there wonld not have been at this time so many 
thousands in an unprepared state. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, in reply to a question 
by Mr. Anprews, called that gentleman’s attention 
to the fact that this office had been provided for by 
an act subsequent to that of 1833, namely, by an 
act passed in July, 1836. 

Mr. ANDREWS then moved that the phrase- 
ology of the item be changed, so as to give the cor- 
rect date of the act; which amendment was agreed 
to. 

And the question recurring on the motion to strike 
out— 

The amendment was discussed by Messrs. AN- 
DREWS, ADAMS, JONES of Virginia, LIN- 
COLN, A. SMITH, CRARY, and MASON of 
Ohio. After which, 

Mr. ANDREWS, to save the time which, he 
said, he foresaw would be consumed if the debate 
went on, withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved to amend the item 
“for compensation to the clerks in the office of the 
Fifth Auditor, $9,800,” by reducing the amount to 
$8,800. ; 

A very long debate followed in which Messrs. 
VANDERPOEL, MORGAN, GRAVES, JONES 
of Va. EVANS, A. SMITH, MONROE, UN- 
DERWOOD, WISE, PETRIKIN, TILLING- 
HAST, L. WILLIAMS, STANLY, PROFFIT, 
W. THOMPSON, HUBBARD, and DAVIS of 
Kentucky, participated. 
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